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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF THE  

SPORTS & EXHIBITION AUTHORITY OF PITTSBURGH 
AND ALLEGHENY COUNTY 

SPORTS COMMISSION  
HELD THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025, 
REMOTELY VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
COMMENCING AT 10:05 A.M. E.S.T. 

 
A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sports & Exhibition Authority of Pittsburgh 

and Allegheny County Sports Commission (the “Sports Commission”) was held upon proper 

notice on the online conferencing platform Zoom on Thursday, September 4, 2025, commencing 

at 10:05 A.M. E.S.T. 

 
Members of the Commission present:  

Sen. Jay Costa, Chairman 
Sen. Wayne Fontana, Member 
Tracey McCants-Lewis, Member 
Michael Quatrini, Member  

 
Also Present:  

Aaron Waller, Bridget Pascal, Doug Straley, Rodney Pratt, Paul McDonald Jr., 
Theresa King, Jhason Dixon, Randall Porch, Connor Reiche, Eddie Figas, and Dom 
Summers of the SEA; Morgan Hanson, Solicitor. DJ Makosky, and Jeff Holzer 
Kimley-Horn. 
 

 
Senator Jay Costa called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Paul 

McDonald Jr followed with a roll call of the board members and advised a quorum was present.   

Beginning with public participation, Senator Costa asked if any members of the audience 

would like to address the board. Members of the public were offered participation by email, 

telephone, or the Zoom chat function. Mr. McDonald Jr. stated the Sports Commission had not 

received any comments via email, no one registered to speak via telephone, and no comments were 

submitted via the Zoom chat function thus far. Seeing no request from the public to address the 
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board, Senator Costa moved to the next item on the agenda, approval of the minutes from the 

meeting on Thursday, March 6, 2025. A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved. 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $5,000 to Player Advocate (PA) for a two-day basketball 

showcase to be held September 27, 2025, through September 28, 2025, at ALL AMERICAN+ 

Field House (AAFH). 

Ms. Theresa King stated PA is a Colorado-based for-profit company formed in 2013 to 

empower Junior College basketball players by connecting them with four-year universities and 

delivering an immersive college basketball experience. PA is seeking funding for the Pittsburgh 

Prep/Post Grad Jamboree. The event will be a two-day basketball showcase featuring 38 Prep 

School teams from the United States and Canada. This event is not sanctioned but will be run by 

JucoAdvocate. This event is new to the region and will take place September 27, 2025, through 

September 28, 2025, at the AAFH in Monroeville. The 38 teams will play 4-5 games over the 

two days. The event is expected to have 684 to 798 coaches and players, with over 150 college 

coaches already registered to attend, and 250 are expected. The participants are anticipated to be 

predominantly male, ages 18 to 45. PA projects a total attendance of 1,930 for the Pittsburgh 

Prep/Post Grad Jamboree, comprising 655 local and 1,275 overnight stays (61% overnight 

share), with an estimated 300 hotel room nights. SportsPittsburgh (SP) estimates a direct 

spending of $799,901, and the budget for this event is $15,650 with a net loss of ($7,650). 

This will be the inaugural year for the event in the Pittsburgh area. PA indicates the event 

will proceed without SEF Grant funding; however, the grant would help offset essential 

expenses, including court rental and referee fees. PA further notes that no participation fees are 

charged to teams, resulting in the event operating on limited margins. An SEF Program grant of 
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$5,000 is recommended, to be used for venue rental costs and other eligible expenses as 

determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended 

to the Sports Commission Board because it is a new event for the SEF Program and the region, 

and has a high overnight share.  

Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the 

following resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC081 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a an SEF Program grant in 
the amount of $5,000 to Player Advocate for a two-day basketball 
showcase to be held September 27, 2025 through September 28, 
2025 at ALL AMERICAN+ Field House, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to 
carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are 
hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution. 

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $35,000 to Alpha Tournament Company (ATC) for six youth 

hockey tournaments to be held October 10, 2025, through February 16, 2026, at various locations 

throughout Allegheny County.   

Ms. King stated ATC is a Pennsylvania-based for-profit formed in 2019 to create an 

environment for teams, individuals, and families to gather, compete, and enjoy ice hockey. ATC 

has received one previous grant of $40,000 in round 2024-2. ATC is seeking funding to support 

its Pittsburgh Tournament Series, a collection of six round-robin youth hockey tournaments 
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sanctioned by USA Hockey. These tournaments will take place at various locations throughout 

Allegheny County and surrounding counties, with only expenses incurred in Allegheny County 

eligible for funding under the SEF Guidelines. The specific Allegheny County venues are Alpha 

Ice Complex, RMU Sportsplex, and McKnight Arena. 

Each tournament is expected to draw between 30 to 120 teams, primarily consisting of 

male players ranging from 4 to 18 years old at all skill levels. Participants will travel from across 

the United States and Canada, with approximately 50% coming from outside the Western 

Pennsylvania region. Any teams located more than 75 miles away are required to book hotel 

accommodation. The budget for this event is $477,950 with a net profit of $262,050. ATC projects 

a total attendance of 27,247 people (14,847 local and 12,400 overnight stays, representing a 46% 

overnight share), with an estimated 4,900 hotel room nights. SP estimates the series will generate 

direct spending of $10,143,822. 

Ms. King further stated this year’s event projections, when compared to the previously 

funded events, indicate their participation will grow from last year. However, the total attendance 

and economic impact are projected to be lower than the actual numbers reported in the 2024-2 

Final Report. ATC notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. However, the SEF grant 

will enable the organization to secure more ice time for the event, hire additional staff, increase 

event advertising, and provide individual awards to the teams. The grant is recommended to the 

Sports Commission Board for the event’s economic impact. 

Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the following 

resolution was approved: 
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RESOLUTION NO. SC082 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $35,000 to Alpha Tournament Company for six youth 
hockey tournaments to be held October 10, 2025 through February 
16, 2026 at various locations throughout Allegheny County, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; 
and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports 
Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so 
far as the same affects this resolution. 

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $7,500 to Pittsburgh Curling Club (PCB) for five bonspiels to be 

held October 10, 2025, through June 7, 2026, at the PCB.  

Mr. Connor Reiche stated PCB is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit formed in 2002 to 

provide a welcoming and inclusive environment, ensuring an outstanding curling experience. PCB 

has received one previous grant for $10,000 in round 2023-2. PCB is seeking funding for the PCB 

2025/2026 Bonspiel Series, an amateur competitive curling series featuring five bonspiels. This 

event will be sanctioned by the Grand National Curling Club (GNCC). The series will take place 

from October 10, 2025, to June 7, 2026, at PCB. The PCB 2025/2026 Bonspiel Series is an amateur 

competitive curling series featuring five bonspiels, which are curling tournaments.  

Each event expects around 60 to 160 participants, with at least 500 traveling from 100 

miles away or more. In addition, two of the five bonspiels are inclusive of all genders, and all 

staffing for each bonspiel is volunteer-based. The budget for this event is $38,040 with a net profit 

of $25,060. The applicant projects a total attendance of 680 people for the series, comprising 180 

local attendees and 500 overnight stays (74% overnight share), with an estimated 360 hotel room 



2002081   
 

6   
 

nights. SP estimates the series will generate direct spending of $418,591. This year’s series 

projections, when compared to the previously funded series, indicate overall growth for the event. 

Given that one of the bonspiels from 2023-2 was cancelled, this round’s application displays 

significant growth from the original projections for 2023-2. 

Mr. Reiche further stated, compared to their 2023-2 application, PCB plans to carry out 

five events, whereas their 2023-2 series underwent a cancellation of the Laurel Medical 

Wheelchair Bonspiel due to scheduling changes. However, with the removal of the wheelchair 

bonspiel, a new event, the GNCC Open Championship, is taking place this year. With the Penn 

State College Bonspiel returning to the PCB for the second time, as well as the GNCC choosing 

the PCB to host their open championship, the PCB Bonspiel Series has displayed considerable 

growth since funding in 2023-2.  

PCB notes that the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. PCB states the SEF Grant 

would enable PCB to enhance its marketing and livestreaming efforts. An SEF Program grant of 

$7,500 is recommended, to be used for utilities and other eligible expenses as determined by 

Authority staff in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports 

Commission Board for its economic impact, promoting inclusivity in sports, and the organization’s 

potential for growth.  

Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Senator Fontana asked 

whether the event was growing.  Mr. Reiche stated that the event is growing for participants 

however, the hotel room use did not meet expectations. Hearing none, he asked for a motion to 

approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, the following resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC083 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
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hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $7,500 to Pittsburgh Curling Club for five bonspiels to 
be held October 10, 2025, through June 07, 2026, at the Pittsburgh 
Curling Club, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the 
form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of 
the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as 
may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of 
this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, 
canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $5,000 to SJ Sports Enterprises (SJSE) for a two-day basketball 

showcase to be held October 11, 2025, through October 12, 2025, at AAFH. 

Ms. King stated SJSE is a Pennsylvania-based for-profit organization, established in 2023 

to elevate the game of basketball in the Pittsburgh area by delivering premium, high-impact events 

showcasing talent from the grassroots level through the collegiate stage. SJSE is seeking funding 

for the Pitt JuCo Jamboree, a two-day basketball showcase designed to provide Junior College and 

Prep School players with opportunities to be recruited by four-year college coaches. This event is 

not sanctioned but will be organized by SJSE. 

The event will take place from October 11, 2025, through October 12, 2025, at the AAFH. 

The event is projected to host 60 schools, with one or two teams per school and approximately 15 

players per team. Over two days, more than 180 games will be played, with each team guaranteed 

three games. Players will be scouted and evaluated by coaches from four-year collegiate programs. 

To date, the event has confirmed interest and participation from college coaches representing 

institutions including St. Vincent, Wheeling University, the University of Pittsburgh, Duquesne, 

Youngstown State, Ohio State, Penn State, Robert Morris, Xavier, Toledo, Missouri, Mississippi 

State, Slippery Rock, Rider, and Temple. In addition, schools from multiple states—New York, 
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Maryland, Ohio, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, North Carolina—as well as Canada, are 

expected to attend.  

Ms. King further stated the Pitt JuCo Jamboree is a newly established event in the region, 

marking its inaugural year. The showcase is anticipated to host 60 schools, 30 men’s and women’s 

teams, with participants ranging in age from 15 to 21. The budget for this event is $33,550 with a 

net loss of ($50.00), if the recommended funding amount is awarded. The applicant projects total 

attendance for the event at 3,495 people (135 local and 3,360 overnight stays; 96% overnight 

share), with an estimated 840 hotel room nights. SP estimates the event will generate direct 

spending of $1,982,614. 

The SJSE indicates the event will proceed without SEF Grant funding; however, SJSE 

further notes that funding support would enable the organization to expand its presence by hosting 

additional events within Allegheny County. An SEF Program grant of $5,000 is recommended, to 

be used for venue and referee costs and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff 

in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission 

Board for its economic impact, high overnight share, and new event to the region.  

Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the following 

resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC084 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $5,000 to SJ Sports Enterprises for a two-day basketball 
showcase to be held October 11, 2025 through October 12, 2025 at 
ALL AMERICAN+ Field House, pursuant to a grant agreement 
substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby 
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authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out 
the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts 
thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby 
repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same 
affects this resolution.   

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $60,000 to the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Esports Association 

(PIEA) for a one-day esports tournament and showcase to be held on October 18, 2025, at the 

UPMC Events Center. 

Ms. King stated PIEA is a Pennsylvania based non-profit formed in 2018 to provide 

regulatory oversight, structure, and support for scholastic esports programs across the state of 

Pennsylvania. The applicant currently serves more than 175 high schools, delivering a 

comprehensive competitive framework that includes a structured regular season, playoffs, and 

officially recognized state championships. PIEA is seeking funding for the LAN of Steel event, a 

one-day esports tournament and showcase featuring high school-level competitions across 

multiple game titles, in addition to open tournaments, exhibitions, and collegiate esports 

recruitment opportunities. PIEA will serve as the sanctioning body for this event. 

The event is scheduled for October 18, 2025, at the UPMC Events Center. The LAN of 

Steel will showcase 65 K–12 teams from across Pennsylvania competing in leading esports titles, 

including Rocket League, Valorant, Overwatch 2, Super Smash Bros. Ultimate, and Fortnite. 

Alongside the showcase, the main floor will host open tournaments on 100 gaming PCs and 32 

Nintendo Switch consoles, enabling players of all ages to compete in Madden, Mario Kart, Super 

Smash Bros., Rocket League, and a 100-person Fortnite battle royale. These open tournaments are 

expected to draw participants from across the East Coast, with an anticipated 356 competitors and 

a cap of 64 players per tournament. Colleges from across the region will be present to engage with 
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students, offering scholarships and discussing pathways in collegiate esports. The event will also 

include giveaways, prizes, live production coverage, local company showcases highlighting 

gaming and esports career opportunities, and amateur team scouting for an emerging regional 

esports league. This event will be held for the first time. 

Ms. King further stated the budget for this event is $120,000 with a net loss of ($18,440), 

if the recommended funding amount is awarded. The applicant projects a total attendance of 1,875 

people (1,525 local and 350 overnight stays, representing a 19% overnight share), with an 

estimated 350 hotel room nights. SP estimates the event will generate direct spending of $277,197. 

The applicant has outlined a three-year growth plan for the LAN of Steel. The inaugural event is 

expected to attract 500 participating gamers, with year two projected to double participation to 

1,000 gamers, and year three is anticipated to have 1,500 gamers.  

PIEA notes that the event will not proceed without the SEF Grant. The grant would enable 

the LAN of Steel to host the first-ever 100-PC LAN Fortnite competition on the East Coast. 

Funding would also secure the venue and support the construction of a 20’ x 12’ video wall main 

stage to deliver a premier event experience. An SEF Program grant of $60,000 is recommended to 

be used for venue, equipment costs, and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff 

in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission 

Board because it is a new event to the region, a new event for the SEF Program, and the first event 

of its kind on the East Coast, which will showcase Pittsburgh and Allegheny County as an esports 

destination.  

Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the following 

resolution was approved: 
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RESOLUTION NO. SC085 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $60,000 to Pennsylvania Interscholastic Esports 
Association for a one-day esports tournament and showcase to be 
held October 18, 2025 at UPMC Events Center, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to 
carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are 
hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution.   

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, Recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $30,000 to Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer (FPPS) for 

two youth soccer tournaments to be held December 12, 2025, through May 10, 2026, at various 

locations throughout Allegheny County. 

Ms. King stated FPPS is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit formed in 2016 with a mission 

to connect youth to nontraditional sports through scholarships and facility development. FPPS has 

received three previous grants; however, for different events. FPPS is seeking funding to support 

the Three Rivers College Showcase (TRCS) and the RDA Spring Invitational, both of which are 

two-day youth soccer tournaments for players ages 7 to 18. Portions of the tournaments will be 

held at the Montour Junction Sports Complex, owned and operated by FPPS, while the Pittsburgh 

Riverhounds, a related entity, will oversee event organization and management. US Club Soccer 

will sanction both tournaments.  

The events will be held at various locations throughout Allegheny County and were both 

established in 2021. The TRCS is designed as a recruiting platform, providing high school–aged 



2002081   
 

12   
 

players the opportunity to compete in front of college and university coaches evaluating 

prospective student-athletes. The RDA Spring Invitational follows a playoff format with semifinal 

and final rounds to determine a champion. It will feature both girls’ and boys’ teams in age groups 

U8 through U19, with medals awarded to winners and finalists. The applicant anticipates the TRCS 

will attract approximately 75 teams, 1,350 players, and 2,780 spectators, while the RDA Spring 

Invitational is projected to host 115 teams, 1,725 players, and approximately 3,450 spectators. The 

budget for this event is $137,400 with a net profit of $8,100, if the recommended funding amount 

is awarded. 

Ms. King further stated FPPS projects a total attendance for the event of 10,720 people 

(9,320 local and 1,400 overnight stays, representing a 13% overnight share), with an estimated 700 

hotel room nights. SP estimates the event will generate direct spending of $2,916,983. This year’s 

event projections, when compared to last year’s actuals, indicate positive overall growth for the 

event. FPPS indicates that the event will proceed without SEF Grant funding; however, the 

applicant further states that funding support would enable the organization to enhance its facilities 

and equipment, as well as provide an improved experience for attending college coaches engaged 

in the recruitment of student-athletes. An SEF Program grant of $30,000 is recommended, to be 

used for venue and referee costs, and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in 

accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board 

for its economic impact and promotion of youth sports.  

Senator Costa asked about prior grants. Senator Costa asked if there were any further 

questions.  Hearing none, he asked for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, 

and with one recusal, the following resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC086 
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RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $30,000 to Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer for 
two youth soccer tournaments to be held December 12, 2025 
through May 10, 2026 at various locations throughout Allegheny 
County, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form 
provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the 
SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may 
be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this 
resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, 
canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $30,000 to SuperSeriesAAA, LLC (SS) for two youth hockey 

tournaments to be held January 2, 2026, through January 4, 2026, at various locations throughout 

Allegheny County.  

Mr. Reiche stated SS is a for-profit organization from Maryland, formed in 2011, to host 

ice hockey games while creating a dedication to enhancing the mental health and physical fitness 

of athletes, regardless of their chosen sport. SS has received five previous grants; however, they 

were for multiple different events. This application represents the third grant for the Pittsburgh 

Showcase/EPCS events. SS is seeking funding for the Pittsburgh Showcase/EPCS 2026, two three-

day youth hockey tournaments for ages 10 to 18. USA Hockey will sanction this event.  

Both tournaments are scheduled to take place from January 2, 2026, through January 4, 

2026. They will be held at Alpha Ice Complex, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle Arena, RMU Island 

Sports Center, the UPMC Events Center, and four additional venues outside of Allegheny County. 

Only expenses incurred within Allegheny County will be eligible for funding. The applicant 

anticipates participation from 100 teams of athletes aged 10–18, with approximately 80% of the 

teams traveling from outside a drivable distance. Of these participants, 80% of all teams will play 
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their games exclusively within Allegheny County. SS notes that the venues have the capacity to 

accommodate up to 140 teams over the tournament weekend. The budget for this event is $370,000 

with a net loss of ($95,000) if the recommended funding amount is awarded. 

Mr. Reiche further stated SS projects a total attendance for the event of 3,890 people (680 

local and 3,210 overnight stays, representing an 83% overnight share), with an estimated 2,000 

hotel room nights. SP estimates the series will generate direct spending of $2,803,966.69. This 

year’s event projections, when compared to the previously funded events, do not indicate growth 

based on previous years’ projections. However, based on historical growth trends and the 

applicant’s stated capacity for 140 teams, the event is anticipated to surpass previous years’ actual 

participation.  

SS notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. Currently, the event will take place 

in Allegheny County without SEF Program funding. However, SS states other cities have reached 

out to the SS to host the event, but the applicant relies on SEF Program funding to offset 

significantly rising ice costs within Allegheny County and keep the event in the region. The 

applicant states without funding, participation numbers will decline, making it impossible to 

maintain the event at capacity. 

An SEF Program grant of $30,000 is recommended, to be used for staffing and venue 

expenses within Allegheny County and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff 

in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission 

Board for the economic impact, promoting youth sports, and maintaining the event in Allegheny 

County.  
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Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the following 

resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC087 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $30,000 to SuperSeriesAAA, LLC for two youth hockey 
tournaments to be held January 2, 2026 through January 4, 2026 
various locations throughout Allegheny County, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to 
carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are 
hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution. 

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $36,000 to 72point5 Promotions (72P5) for three youth wrestling 

tournaments to be held January 23, 2026, through February 17, 2026, at Monroeville Convention 

Center (MCC). 

Ms. King stated 72point5 Promotions is a Pennsylvania-based for-profit formed in 2017 to 

provide supportive and accessible wrestling event experiences, fostering the core values and 

lifelong benefits of the sport. 72point5 Promotions is seeking funding for the Monroeville Mat 

Madness (MMM), Keystone League Qualifier, and Keystone State Championship Southwest 

Qualifier. These three youth wrestling tournaments are for ages 6 to 16. The MMM will be 

sanctioned by the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA), while the other two 

tournaments will not be sanctioned, as no governing body currently exists for youth wrestling 

tournaments in Pennsylvania. 
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The event will take place January 23, 2026, through February 17, 2026, at the MCC. The 

first tournament weekend will be held January 23–25, 2026, featuring MMM and the Keystone 

League Qualifier. M3, a PIAA-sanctioned junior high tournament, will host approximately 40 

school teams (800–1,000 athletes, boys and girls). Athletes will compete for top-six individual 

placements and team awards, with custom medals and plaques presented. The Keystone League 

Qualifier, held on Sunday, will draw 1,400 K–6 wrestlers from 50 Western Pennsylvania school 

districts, with the top four in each division advancing to the Tournament of Champions.  

Ms. King further stated the Keystone State Championships Southwest Qualifier will take 

place February 17, 2026, with 400 wrestlers ages 13–16 from six counties competing for 

advancement to the state tournament. A total of 182 athletes across 26 weight divisions will 

qualify. This event offers a high-level postseason competition preparing athletes for varsity 

wrestling. The budget for this event is $86,460 with a net profit of $4,240, if the recommended 

funding amount is awarded. The applicant projects a total attendance of 7,965 people (3,075 local 

and 4,890 overnight stays, representing a 61% overnight share), with an estimated 1,690 hotel 

room nights. SP estimates that the event will generate direct spending of $2,125,664. 

72P5 notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. However, 72P5 states the grant 

will enable the organization to cover the high venue costs and provide greater financial assistance 

to disadvantaged families. An SEF Program grant of $36,000 is recommended, to be used for 

venue and officials’ fees, along with other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in 

accordance with SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board due 

to its economic impact, high overnight stay percentage, woman-owned LLC status, provision of 

financial assistance to disadvantaged families, and promotion of youth sports.  
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Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the following 

resolution was approved: 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. SC088 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $36,000 to 72point5 Promotions for three youth wrestling 
tournaments to be held January 23, 2026 through February 17, 2026 
at Monroeville Convention Center, pursuant to a grant agreement 
substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby 
authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out 
the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts 
thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby 
repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same 
affects this resolution. 

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $30,000 to GK Sports, LLC (GK) for a female volleyball 

tournament to be held January 31, 2026, through February 1, 2026, at the David L. Lawrence 

Convention Center (DLCC). 

Mr. Reiche stated GK is a for-profit organization from Iowa, formed in 2017, to provide 

high-quality events attracting participants from over 10 states and Canada to Pittsburgh. GK has 

received three previous grants; however, only two relate to this event. GK is seeking funding for 

the 2026 Nike Steel City Freeze, a two-day girls’ volleyball tournament for ages 10 to 18. This 

event will not be sanctioned but privately insured. The playing rules will be run under the USA 

Volleyball rulebook, which is enforced by the GK’s head official, who is a USA Volleyball 

arbitrator. 
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The event will take place January 31, 2026, through February 1, 2026, at the DLCC. 430 

teams, comprising participants aged 10 to 18 from more than 10 states and Canada, will participate 

across 17 divisions. All teams are guaranteed to play a minimum of five games across both event 

dates. Matches begin on Saturday, January 31, and conclude on Sunday, February 1, 2026. The 

budget for this event anticipates total revenue of $638,000 and total expenses of $329,724, 

resulting in a projected net profit of $308,276, if the recommended funding amount is awarded.  

Mr. Reiche further stated this year’s event projections, when compared to the previously 

funded events, indicate overall growth for the event based on previous years’ projections. Aside 

from 2022-2 participation projections, the event has exceeded projections year-over-year in all 

above metrics, and is now at maximum registration capacity. The event has not only grown in 

scope and attendance, but has also been noted as beneficial for the DLCC, as well as for downtown 

hotels, especially given that its occurrence falls within a typical downtime for DLCC events. 

Additionally, GK noted this event has reached maximum registration capacity for the DLCC at 

430 teams. 

GK notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. GK states that SEF Program 

funding will provide the opportunity to enhance the event and keep it in Pittsburgh. GK states that 

labor costs are approximately 10 times larger than if they were held within a non-union labor city. 

An SEF Program grant of $30,000 is recommended, to be used for facility rental, facility labor, 

and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF 

Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the occurrence at the 

DLCC during a typical downtime event, economic impact, promoting youth sports, female 

participation, and assisting in the recurrence of a substantial sporting event in Pittsburgh.   
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Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the following 

resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC089 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $30,000 to GK Sports, LLC for a female volleyball 
tournament to be held January 31, 2026 through February 01, 2026 
at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to 
carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are 
hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution. 

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $45,000 to GK for a male volleyball tournament to be held 

February 6, 2026, through February 8, 2026, at the DLCC. 

Mr. Reiche stated GK is a for-profit organization from Iowa, formed in 2017 to provide 

high-quality events attracting participants from over 10 states and Canada to Pittsburgh. GK is 

seeking funding for the 2026 Nike Steel City Boys Championships, a three-day boys’ volleyball 

tournament for ages 10 to 18. This event will not be sanctioned but privately insured by GK Sports. 

The playing rules will be run under the USA Volleyball rulebook, which is enforced by the GK’s 

head official, who is a USA Volleyball arbitrator. 

The event will take place February 6, 2026, through February 08, 2026, at the DLCC. Over 

375 teams of 10-to 18-year-olds from over 10 states and Canada will participate in 14 divisions. 

All teams are guaranteed a minimum of seven matches across all three event dates. The applicant 
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estimates 13 players and coaches per team, and 17 spectators per team. Matches begin on Saturday, 

February 6, and conclude on Sunday, February 8. The budget for this event anticipates total 

revenue of $708,500 and total expenses of $392,724, resulting in a projected net profit of $392,776, 

if the recommended funding amount is awarded.  

Mr. Reiche further stated GK projects a total attendance of 12,090 people (1,530 local and 

10,560 overnight stays, with an 87% overnight share), resulting in an estimated 6,125 hotel room 

nights. SP estimates the event will generate direct spending of $4,988,650.08. Aside from the Nike 

Steel City Boys Championships’ strong quantitative growth since its inception, this is the first year 

that it will be expanding to three days from all previous years’ two-day spans. In addition, along 

with its sister event, the Nike Steel City Freeze held at the DLCC the weekend prior, the event has 

been noted as beneficial for the DLCC as well as downtown hotels, especially given that its 

occurrence falls within a typical downtime for DLCC events.  

GK notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. The applicant states that SEF 

Program funding will provide the opportunity to enhance the event and keep it in Pittsburgh. GK 

states that labor costs are approximately 10 times larger than if they were held within a non-union 

labor city. An SEF Program grant of $45,000 is recommended, to be used for facility rental, facility 

labor, and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF 

Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the occurrence at the 

DLCC during a typical downtime event, economic impact with high overnight percentage, 

significant growth and expansion, promotion of youth sports, and assisting in the recurrence of a 

substantial sporting event in Pittsburgh. 
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Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the following 

resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC090 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $45,000 to GK Sports, LLC for a male volleyball 
tournament to be held February 6, 2026 through February 8, 2026 at 
the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to 
carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are 
hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution.   

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, a recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $25,000 to Professional Bull Riders (PBR) for a two-day 

professional bull riding and bovine athletic competition to be held February 13, 2026, through 

February 14, 2026, at PPG Paints Arena (PPG). 

Mr. Reiche stated 3SS PBR is a for-profit organization from Texas formed in 1992 to 

showcase the sport of bull riding as a premier, standalone athletic competition, highlighting grit, 

courage, and determination; key values associated with PBR include authenticity, tenacity, respect 

for the animals, and a strong sense of community among riders and fans. Professional Bull Riders 

is seeking funding for PBR Pittsburgh, a two-day professional bull riding and bovine athletic 

competition. This event is self-sanctioned by PBR. The event will take place February 13, 2026, 

through February 14, 2026, at PPG. PBR Pittsburgh will feature 42 riders of ages 18 to 40 from 

across the United States, Brazil, Australia, and Canada will compete to earn a top 35 world ranking 
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to earn a spot at the PBR World Finals. The budget for this event is $1,048,200 with a net profit 

of $464,300, if the recommended funding amount is awarded. 

PBR projects a total attendance of 22,647 people (15,000 local and 7,647 overnight stays, 

representing a 34% overnight share), with an estimated 368 hotel room nights. SP estimates that 

the event will generate direct spending of $4,190,000. This is the second year PBR is hosting PBR 

Pittsburgh, and the first year they have requested funding. This is the first year PBR is working 

with SP for economic impact data, and, therefore, is utilizing their economic impact and hotel 

room night calculations from their 2025 event as their 2026 projection. From their 2025 event, 

PBR reports total attendance of 21,646 (14,502 local and 7,144 overnight stays; 33% overnight 

share), with 368 hotel room nights. Their 2025-2 attendance projections show moderate growth 

from last year’s event.  

Mr. Reiche further stated PBR notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant; 

however, PBR further states that funding would offset marketing costs and enable the expansion 

of promotional efforts throughout the broader region, thereby increasing visibility for Pittsburgh 

and Allegheny County. An SEF Program grant of $25,000 is recommended, to be used for venue 

rental and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF 

Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the economic impact 

and assisting in the recurrence of a substantial sporting event in Pittsburgh, with the possibility of 

expansion. 

Senator Costa asked if there were any questions.  

Ms. McCants-Lewis stated that she needed to recuse herself from the vote on this item as 

it is set to take place at PPG Paints Arena.   
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Senator Fontana stated that the board needs to discuss the criteria for selecting 

organizations receiving grants, especially for-profit organizations, and those events that might be 

controversial.   

Senator Costa stated that he shared the same concerns as Senator Fontana. Senator Costa 

further stated he was unsure how PBR promotes youth participation, and Senator Costa is unable 

to support this agenda item.  

Michael Quatrini echoed both of their concerns. Mr. Quatrini further stated that this event 

took place last year at PPG successfully, and hasn’t demonstrated any additional attendance, hotel 

nights, or any other reason to justify the money being requested. Mr. Quatrini is unable to support 

this agenda item.  

Mr. Hanson stated that there needs to be a motion to reject this recommendation, based on 

the comments made, and then voted on.  

Senator Costa then asked for a motion to reject the agenda item. On a motion duly made, 

seconded, and with one recusal, the agenda item was denied. 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $40,000 to Steel City Squash (SCS) for an international 

professional women’s squash tournament to be held February 22, 2026, through February 28, 

2026, at Steel City Squash Center (SCSC).  

Ms. King stated SCS is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit formed in 2014 to serve as a 

vibrant, inclusive hub that advances youth development, community wellness, and athletic 

excellence through the sport of squash. SCS is seeking funding for the Steel City Open, a five-day 

international professional women’s squash tournament sanctioned by the Professional Squash 
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Association (PSA). This tournament will be a PSA Silver status event, and this will mark the 

inaugural year of the event.  

The event will take place from February 22, 2026, through February 28, 2026, at the SCSC. 

The event will feature 32 elite female players competing for world ranking points, alongside a 

parallel amateur tournament welcoming approximately 120 players of all ages, genders, and skill 

levels from across the region. The tournament will showcase world-class talent on one of only a 

few U.S. squash facilities equipped with a permanent all-glass championship court, supported by 

seven singles courts and an American hardball doubles court. 

The budget for this event is $170,000 with a net loss of ($20,750), if the recommended 

funding amount is awarded. The applicant projects a total attendance of 910 people (800 local and 

110 overnight stays, representing a 12% overnight share), with an estimated 200 hotel room nights. 

SP estimates the event will generate direct spending of $273,593. SCS notes the event will proceed 

without the SEF Grant. SCS states that funding would significantly enhance marketing efforts, the 

player and spectator experience, and overall production quality. Grant support would enable the 

development of a dedicated event website, expanded advertising, upgraded hospitality services, 

promotion of the championship court, and the addition of professional broadcast capabilities. 

Ms. King further stated SCS plans to grow and elevate the tournament to PSA Gold status 

in the coming years, which would involve combining men’s and women’s events. The organization 

has already initiated discussions with the PSA to advance this goal. An SEF Program grant of 

$40,000 is recommended, to be used for PSA registration and member fee, emcee fee, medical 

personnel, referees, streaming, marketing, insurance, risers, table rental, signage, and AV 

equipment, along with other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with 

the SEF Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for being a new 



2002081   
 

25   
 

event to the region, international participation, a professional women’s event, showcasing 

Pittsburgh as a premier squash destination, and the possibility of growing the event to PSA Gold 

status. 

Senator Costa asked if there were any other questions from the board. Hearing none, he 

asked for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the 

following resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC091 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $40,000 to Steel City Squash for an international 
professional women’s squash tournament to be held February 22, 
2026 through February 28, 2026 at Steel City Squash Center, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; 
and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports 
Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so 
far as the same affects this resolution. 
 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $25,000 to Basketball Stars of America Inc. (BSA) for 20-weekend 

youth basketball tournaments to be held February 27, 2026, through August 9, 2026, at the All 

American Fieldhouse, North Allegheny Schools, and the Pittsburgh Sports Complex. 

 Mr. Reiche stated BSA is a for-profit organization from Pennsylvania formed in 2007 to 

provide youth basketball players from Allegheny County and surrounding areas with the 

opportunity to compete in basketball leagues and tournaments with teams from around the country, 

and BSA has received three previous grants. BSA is seeking funding for the Official American 

Basketball Circuit 2026 Spring & Summer Tournaments Presented by BSA, a 20-weekend youth 
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basketball tournament circuit. This circuit will be sanctioned partially by the Amateur Athletic 

Union (AAU), and partially by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). 

The event will take place from February 27, 2026, through August 9, 2026, at the AAFH, 

North Allegheny Schools, and the Pittsburgh Sports Complex. Throughout the circuit, over 2,000 

8-to-18-year-old teams are expected to participate, with over half traveling from over an hour 

away. Games will be held Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays of each weekend, excluding the 

weekends of Easter (April 5), Memorial Day (May 25), and July 4th. The budget for this event is 

$480,000 with a net profit of $50,000, if the recommended funding amount is awarded. 

BSA projects total attendance for the event at 52,335 people (35,600 local and 16,735 

overnight stays; 32% overnight share), with an estimated 4,000 hotel room nights. SP estimates 

the event will generate direct spending of $14,641,955. This year’s event projections, when 

compared to the previously funded events, indicate overall growth. Basketball Stars’ past funding 

requests were for around 12 tournaments, while this request includes 20 tournaments. After 

reviewing their 2025 schedule, we determined that their Spring and Summer circuit typically holds 

approximately 20 tournaments. A line-by-line comparison showed that only three of the 20 events 

had different tournament names from those on the 2025 circuit. Therefore, it is challenging to 

measure past growth as all projections from the current application display growth. Additionally, 

the applicant states that Summer weekends tend to have smaller turnouts than Spring weekends. 

Mr. Reiche further stated BSA notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. BSA 

states that SEF Program funding would assist in expanded marketing efforts, ensuring the rental 

of good courts and facilities, and booking more college referees to work the tournaments. An SEF 

Program grant of $25,000 is recommended, to be used for venue expenses and other eligible 

expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is 
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recommended to the Sports Commission Board for its economic impact and its promotion of youth 

sports. 

Senator Costa stated the board needs to be cognizant of for-profit organizations and asked 

if BSA has met its goals. 

Mr. Reiche stated for their first funding, which was the initial event, fell short of 

participants and attendance. BSA Fell short by 2,000 in attendance, but for the third event, BSA 

exceeded their participants and attendance. The economic impact has surpassed their goals in each 

event.  

Senator Costa asked if there were any questions from the board. Hearing none, he asked 

for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and with one recusal, the following 

resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC092 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $25,000 to Basketball Stars of America Inc. for 20-
weekend youth basketball tournaments to be held February 27, 2026 
through August 9, 2026 at the All American Fieldhouse, North 
Allegheny Schools, and the Pittsburgh Sports Complex, pursuant to 
a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further 
that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission 
are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper 
to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions 
or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution 
are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution. 
 
 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $74,000 to 3Step Sports LLC (3SS) for a youth basketball 
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tournament to be held April 17, 2026, through April 19, 2026, at the DLCC, Mt. Lebanon High 

School, and RIZE Basketball Facility.  

Mr. Reiche stated 3SS is a Massachusetts-based for-profit formed in 2000 as a 

comprehensive basketball company dedicated to fulfilling the dreams of players, parents, and 

coaches by providing the best instruction, competition, and exposure. 3SS received four previous 

grants. 3SS is seeking funding for the 2026 Hoop Group Pitt Jam Fest, a three-day boys’ basketball 

tournament. This event will be sanctioned by the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU). 

The event will take place April 17, 2026, through April 19, 2026, at the DLCC, Mt. 

Lebanon High School, and RIZE Basketball Facility. The 2026 Hoop Group Pitt Jam Fest is 

projected to host at least 600 teams of athletes ages 10–18, with an average of approximately 8.5 

players per team. Competition begins on Friday, with each team guaranteed one game, then 

continues on Saturday with two guaranteed games, and concludes on Sunday with one to two 

games, depending on advancement to the championship rounds. In addition to the tournament, 

Hoop Group will host an exposure tour on Thursday, providing local players with instruction from 

college coaches. That same day, Hoop Group partners with the local community to offer a free 

youth clinic for local Pittsburgh children. The budget for this event is $561,000 with a net profit 

of $149,000, if the recommended funding amount is awarded. The applicant projects a total 

attendance of 10,880 people (2,780 local and 8,100 overnight stays, representing a 74% overnight 

share), with an estimated 2,066 hotel room nights. SP estimates that the event will generate direct 

spending of $5,855,978.  

Mr. Reiche further stated this year’s event projections indicate steady overall growth 

compared to previously funded events, with the exception of economic impact. 3SS notes that last 

year was their first working with a hotel booking organization, which resulted in fewer hotel rooms 
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booked than anticipated. With these issues resolved, this year’s hotel room night and economic 

impact projections are expected to be more accurate. 3SS notes that the event will not proceed 

without the SEF Grant. 3SS claims the SEF Program funding allows for the use of four premium 

wood courts to maintain its standard as the best AAU tournament in the country. 3SS also states 

that funding is utilized to help run and continue to expand the free youth clinic on Thursday night 

with the potential to feature local youth teams and local college basketball programs to the event 

next year. 

An SEF Program grant of $74,000 is recommended, to be used for DLCC Venue Rental 

and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF 

Guidelines. The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the occurrence at the 

DLCC during a typical event downtime, economic impact, promotion of free local youth activities 

and clinics, and assisting in the recurrence of a substantial sporting event.  

Senator Costa asked if there were any other questions from the board.  

Senator Fontana asked about the financial impact to the DLCC.  Director Waller noted that 

there was a benefit to the DLCC through food and beverage, the rental of the DLCC, and the event 

as well.   

Ms. McCants-Lewis also noted that there is likely an impact to parking and would also like 

to understand whether the SEF grant is encouraging the use of Pittsburgh as an event.   

Hearing none, he asked for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and 

unanimously carried, the following resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC093 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $74,000 to 3Step Sports LLC for a youth basketball 
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tournament to be held April 17, 2026 through April 19, 2026 at the 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center, Mt. Lebanon High School, 
and RIZE Basketball Facility, pursuant to a grant agreement 
substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby 
authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out 
the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts 
thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby 
repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same 
affects this resolution.  

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, Recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $35,000 to Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. (P3R) for a 

footrace to be held May 1, 2026, through May 3, 2026, throughout the streets of Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Reiche stated that P3R is a non-profit organization from Pennsylvania, formed in 2008, 

to run a variety of high-quality races of various distances, as well as events and award-winning 

health and fitness programs throughout the Pittsburgh region and Western Pennsylvania. The 

organization has received five previous grants; however, only two relate to this event. P3R is 

seeking funding for the 2026 DICK'S Sporting Goods Pittsburgh Marathon Weekend of Events, 

featuring a marathon, half-marathon, marathon relay, 4-mile fitness challenge, 5K, one-mile kids’ 

race, toddler trot, and pet walk. This event will be sanctioned by the USA Track and Field 

Association (USATF). 

The event will take place May 1, 2026, through May 3, 2026, throughout the streets of 

Pittsburgh, with the Pittsburgh Health and Fitness Expo held at the DLCC. The weekend of events 

features a marathon, half-marathon, marathon relay, 4-mile fitness challenge, 5K, one-mile kids’ 

race, toddler trot, and pet walk. The event, open to all ages, provides a 26.2-mile tour of Pittsburgh, 

traveling through 14 distinct neighborhoods. P3R expects more than 42,500 participants from all 

50 states and more than 20 countries. Events will occur throughout the weekend, beginning on 
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Friday, May 1, and concluding on Sunday, May 3. The budget for this event is $5,584,000 with a 

net loss of ($2,000), if the recommended funding is awarded. 

Mr. Reiche further stated the P3R estimates total attendance for the event at 342,813 people 

(318,680 local and 24,133 overnight stays; 7% overnight share), with an estimated 13,004 hotel 

room nights. SP estimates the event will generate direct spending of $13,643,701. This year’s event 

projections, when compared to the previously funded events, indicate overall growth for the event. 

Given that P3R is utilizing their in-house estimations for projected attendance in their 2025-2 

application, projected attendance is significantly higher than last year’s actuals. However, when 

calculated using SP’s estimation of 2.3 spectators per attendee, projected attendance for 2025-2 

would be approximately 140,250, which displays steady growth compared to years prior. Aside 

from quantitative growth, the event has demonstrated growth of activities and attendee-focused 

activations at the Pittsburgh Health and Fitness Expo in the DLCC.  

P3R notes the event will proceed without the SEF Grant. SEF Program funding will be 

utilized to grow and enhance the Pittsburgh Health and Fitness Expo at DLCC. An SEF Program 

grant of $35,000 is recommended, to be used for police & sheriff expenses and other eligible 

expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is 

recommended to the Sports Commission Board for utilizing the DLCC and assisting in the 

recurrence of a substantial sporting event in Pittsburgh. 

Senator Costa asked if any of the proceeds would be used for youth and pet programming. 

Ms. King confirmed that it is correct, along with the police and sheriff services for road 

closures.   
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Senator Costa asked if there were any other questions from the board. Hearing none, he 

asked for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the 

following resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC094 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $35,000 to Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. for a 
footrace to be held May 1, 2026 through May 3, 2026 throughout 
the streets of Pittsburgh, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially 
in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and 
members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to 
do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and 
purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof 
inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby 
repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same 
affects this resolution.  

 

Senator Costa continued to the next item on the agenda, recommendation of an SEF 

Program grant in the amount of $75,000 to Pittsburgh Physique Promotions, Inc.(PPP) for a two-

day amateur fitness festival to be held May 16, 2026, through May 17, 2026, at the DLCC.  

Ms. King stated PPP is a for-profit organization from Pennsylvania formed in 2015 to 

provide a platform for all health and wellness athletes to compete among their peers and be judged 

fairly, regardless of race, religion, gender, or physical abilities. PPP is seeking funding for the 

Pittsburgh Power & Fitness Festival, a two-day amateur men’s and women’s fitness festival. Either 

international, national, regional, or local organizations will sanction all sports within this event. 

Both events for this festival, the IFBB Pittsburgh Pro and the NPC Worldwide Pittsburgh Natural 

Pro Qualifier (NPC), are sanctioned by the IFBB Professional League and the National Physique 

Committee. 
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The event will take place May 16, 2026, through May 17, 2026, at the DLCC. The event 

will welcome an estimated 1,500 athletes, both women and men ages 18 to 50, from 30 countries 

to compete in over 20 sports and events during the weekend. The festival will be headlined by two 

bodybuilding contests, which are the 26th Pittsburgh Pro and the 51st NPC. Aside from the contests, 

the festival will also feature an expo with over 200 booths showcasing fitness supplements, 

apparel, and equipment. Other competitions include Strongman, Powerlifting, Arm wrestling, and 

Martial Arts. 2026 marks the second occurrence of this event. 

The budget for this event is $1,172,972 with a net profit of $1,078, if the recommended 

funding amount is awarded. PPP projects a total attendance of 11,550 people (3,775 local and 

7,775 overnight stays, with an 88% overnight share), resulting in an estimated 11,071 hotel room 

nights. SP estimates the event will generate direct spending of $6,771,135.60. Aside from 

quantitative growth, the Pittsburgh Power & Fitness Festival has expanded reserve space within 

the DLCC compared to last year’s event, now covering all past space with the addition of Halls D 

and E. This reserve space allows for the potential to fill it with more sports, athletes, expo booths, 

and attendees as needed. With experienced event staff that has successfully grown the Power & 

Fitness Festival in other cities such as Las Vegas and Columbus, PPP expects their Pittsburgh 

event to follow suit.  

Ms. King further stated the applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEF 

Grant; however, the applicant also states that receipt of SEF Program funding would provide 

greater flexibility to lease additional event space at the DLCC, thereby increasing accessibility to 

host more sports, athletes, and attendees. The applicant further notes that funding would support 

operational enhancements, including upgraded stage lighting and sound systems, improved 

signage, and expanded marketing efforts. An SEF Program grant of $75,000 is recommended, to 
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be used for equipment rental, signage, venue, production, security, EMT costs, and other eligible 

expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEF Guidelines. The grant is 

recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the economic impact with high overnight share, 

event at the DLCC, and has growth potential, promoting health, wellness, and fitness, and assisting 

in the recurrence of a unique and substantial sporting event in Allegheny County. 

Senator Costa asked if there were any other questions from the board.  

Hearing none, he asked for a motion to approve. On a motion duly made, seconded, and 

unanimously carried, the following resolution was approved: 

RESOLUTION NO. SC095 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted 
Account Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission 
hereby recommends to the SEA Board a SEF Program grant in the 
amount of $75,000 to Pittsburgh Physique Promotions, Inc. for a 
two-day amateur fitness festival to be held May 16, 2026 through 
May 17, 2026 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; 
and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports 
Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so 
far as the same affects this resolution.  

.  

Senator Costa asked if there were any other questions. Hearing none, Senator Costa asked 

if anyone in the audience desired to address the board. 

Mr. McDonald Jr. stated no public comments were submitted via email, there were no 

registrations to submit a public comment via telephone, and no comments were submitted via the 

Zoom chat function. 
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With there being no additional comments or business, Senator Costa asked for a motion to 

adjourn. Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the meeting was 

adjourned at 10:56 A.M. 


