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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF THE  

SPORTS & EXHIBITION AUTHORITY OF PITTSBURGH 
AND ALLEGHENY COUNTY 

SPORTS COMMISSION  
HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026, 

REMOTELY VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

COMMENCING AT 10:03 A.M. E.S.T. 
 

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sports & Exhibition Authority of Pittsburgh 

and Allegheny County Sports Commission (the “Sports Commission”) was held upon proper 

notice on the online conferencing platform Zoom on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, commencing at 

10:03 A.M. E.S.T. 

 
Members of the Commission present:  

Sen. Jay Costa, Chairman 
Sen. Wayne Fontana, Member 
Tracey McCants-Lewis, Member 
Michael Quatrini, Member  

 
Also Present:  

Aaron Waller, Bridget Pascal, Doug Straley, Rodney Pratt, Paul McDonald Jr., 
Theresa King, Jhason Dixon, Connor Reiche, Eddie Figas, Kevin Kaiser, Sandhya 
Giri, Jocelyn Bracken, and Dom Summers of the SEA; Morgan Hanson, Solicitor. 
Adam Babetski; Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Username: dberganasco. 
 

 
Senator Jay Costa called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Paul 

McDonald Jr followed with a roll call of the board members and advised a quorum was present.   

Beginning with public participation, Senator Costa asked if any members of the audience 

would like to address the board. Members of the public were offered participation by email, 

telephone, or the Zoom chat function. Mr. McDonald Jr. stated that the Sports Commission had 

not received any comments via email, no one had registered to speak by telephone, and no 

comments had been submitted via the Zoom chat function thus far. Seeing no public request to 
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address the board, Senator Costa moved to the next item on the agenda, approval of the minutes 

from the meeting on Tuesday, December 2, 2025. A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously 

approved. 

The Board proceeded to authorize the following resolutions: 

A.  Sports Event Funding Program:  

1. RESOLUTION NO. 98 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 13-14) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $75,000 to For 
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology for the FIRST 
Robotics Competition Greater Pittsburgh Regional to be held March 18, 
2026 through March 21, 2026 at the DLCC, pursuant to a grant agreement 
substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and 
members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all 
acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of 
this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or 
annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions:  
 
A. Senator Costa commented on the FIRST Event. He stated that he 

attended the event last year at the David L Lawrence Convention 

Center and was impressed with the high school students' 

maneuvering and development of robots within a tight timeline.  

 
2. RESOLUTION NO. 99 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 15-16) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $20,000 to Hard 
Count for the Pittsburgh National Qualifier to be held March 28, 2026, 
through March 29, 2026, at Montour Sports Complex, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized 
to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and 
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purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with 
the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, 
or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
3. RESOLUTION NO. 100 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 17-18) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $40,000 to 
Western PA Bruins for the Western PA Bruins Spring Tip-Off to be held 
April 10, 2026, through April 12, 2026, at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form 
provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA 
Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions:  
A. Senator Fontana asked if the event is growing. 

Ms. King responded that their 2025 event did not meet expectations; 

however, Western PA Bruins believes it will recoup the amount they 

projected for the 2025 event. 

B. Senator Fontana asked if this was less money than the previous 

grant. 

 Ms. King confirmed that is correct. 

 
4. RESOLUTION NO. 101 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 19-20) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $45,000 to 
SuperSeriesAAA, LLC for Top Tier USA to be held May 1, 2026, through 
May 3, 2026, at Alpha Ice Complex, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle Arena, 
RMU Island Sports Center, UPMC Events Center, and other venues outside 
of Allegheny County, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the 
form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA 
Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 



 
 

4  SEA Imanage #2004214 
 

and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
5. RESOLUTION NO. 102 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 21-22) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to 
Atlantic Coast Baseball, LLC for the AC Sports Group Tournaments to be 
held May 02, 2026, through October 31, 2026, at various locations 
throughout Allegheny County, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially 
in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of 
the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be 
necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. 
All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
6. RESOLUTION NO. 103 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 23-24) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $60,000 to 3Step 
Sports LLC for the 2026 Pitt Summer Jam Fest to be held July 16, 2026, 
through July 19, 2026, at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further 
that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out 
the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof 
inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or 
rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
7. RESOLUTION NO. 104 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 25-26) 
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RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Association for the Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix Race Weekend in Schenley Park to be held July 17, 2026, 
through July 19, 2026, throughout the streets of Schenley Park, pursuant to 
a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby 
authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the 
intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof 
inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or 
rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
 
8. RESOLUTION NO. 105 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 27-28) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $20,000 to 
Pittsburgh Grass Volleyball for The Pittsburgh Grass Open to be held July 
24, 2026, through July 26, 2026, at the South Park Fairgrounds, pursuant to 
a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby 
authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the 
intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof 
inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or 
rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 

 

Questions:  
 

A. Senator Fontana asked if Pittsburgh Grass Open (PGO) is a 

for-profit organization. 

 Ms. King stated that is correct. 

B. Senator Costa asked if this is the first time PGO will be in 

Pittsburgh. 

 Ms. King responded this is the first time request for SEG 

funding this event. However, PGO has been around since 

2016 and has grown from a one-day to a three-day event.   
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9. RESOLUTION NO. 106 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 29-30) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to 
Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer for the Riverhounds Classic to be 
held September 4, 2026, through September 6, 2026, at various locations 
throughout Allegheny County, including Highmark Stadium and the AHN 
Montour Sports Complex, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the 
form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA 
Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
 
10. RESOLUTION NO. 107 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 31-33) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $25,000 to 
Premier Ice Prospects for the Labor Day Girls Fest & The Burgh Girls Fest 
to be held September 4, 2026, through November 29, 2026, at the RMU 
Island Sports Center, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle Arena, Mt. Lebanon 
Ice Rink, and the UPMC Lemieux Sports Center, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized 
to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and 
purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with 
the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, 
or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Note: Before voting, board member Tracey McCants-Lewis recused 
herself from voting on this agenda item. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
11. RESOLUTION NO. 108 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 34-36) 

 



 
 

7  SEA Imanage #2004214 
 

RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $30,000 to Break 
The Chains Wrestling for the Battle in the Burgh and West Penn Duals to 
be held September 5, 2026, through November 15, 2026, at Monroeville 
Convention and Events Center, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially 
in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of 
the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be 
necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. 
All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
12. RESOLUTION NO. 109 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 37-38) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $40,000 to 
Special Olympics of Pennsylvania Inc for the Special Olympics Team USA 
Training Camp to be held September 16, 2026 through September 20, 2026 
at various location throughout Allegheny County, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized 
to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and 
purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with 
the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, 
or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
13. RESOLUTION NO. 110 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 39-40) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $55,000 to Gran 
Fondo New York for the GFNY Pittsburgh Monroeville 2026 to be held 
September 18, 2026, through September 20, 2026, at CCAC Boyce Campus 
Parking Lot, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form 
provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA 
Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
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resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
14. RESOLUTION NO. 111 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 41-42) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to Three 
Rivers Rowing Association for the Head of the Ohio Regatta to be held 
October 3, 2026, through October 4, 2026, on the Allegheny River between 
the 40th Street Bridge and Point State Park, pursuant to a grant agreement 
substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and 
members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all 
acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of 
this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or 
annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
15. RESOLUTION NO. 112 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 43-44) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of Recommendation 
of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $7,000 to Robert Morris 
University to be held October 30, 2026, through October 31, 2026, at 
Youthtowne, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form 
provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA 
Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
16. RESOLUTION NO. 113 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 45-46) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
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to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $45,000 to 
Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. for the 2026 EQT Pittsburgh 10 
Miler & 10K to be held on November 01, 2026, through November 01, 
2026, throughout the streets of Pittsburgh, pursuant to a grant agreement 
substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and 
members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all 
acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of 
this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or 
annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
17. RESOLUTION NO. 114 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 47-48) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to The 
Pittsburgh Squash Racquets Association (a.k.a. "Pittsburgh Squash") for 
The Pittsburgh Open to be held November 11, 2026, through November 15, 
2026, at the Rivers Club in Downtown Pittsburgh, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized 
to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and 
purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with 
the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, 
or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution. 
 
18. RESOLUTION NO. 115 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 49-50) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $70,000 to United 
States Collegiate Athletic Association for the USCAA Small College 
Soccer National Championships to be held November 11, 2026, through 
November 16, 2026, at Montour Sports Complex and Highmark Stadium, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further 
that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out 
the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof 
inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or 
rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
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Questions:  
 
A. Senator Costa asked if this is a regular opportunity to fund these 

national tournaments. 

 Ms. King stated the current cycle ends in 2026 but a new bid cycle 

is occurring this year. SEG funding will help the application to 

secure this event for next three years. 

 
19. RESOLUTION NO. 116 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on pages 51-52) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends 
to the SEA Board an SEG Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to LR 
Productions, LLC for Sparkle and Shine with Trinity Thomas to be held 
March 5, 2027, through March 7, 2027, at the All American Field House, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further 
that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out 
the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof 
inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or 
rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions:  
 
A. Senator Costa asked what Sparkle and Shine is. 

Mr. Connor Reiche stated it is a three-day gymnastic event for girls. 

The event brings in former female Olympic gymnastic athletes as 

hosts for each event.  

 
20. RESOLUTION NO. 117 - (For background, see Board Action Request 
(BAR) below on page 53) 

 
RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account 
Programs and Procedures, the SEA Sports Commission hereby DOES NOT 
recommend to the SEA Board SEG Program grant to Umbral Starcade. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as 
the same affects this resolution. 
 
Questions: There were no questions or comments for this resolution 
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Senator Costa asked if there were any questions on the agenda items. 

Senator Fontana asked about the reason behind the increase of hockey ice time cost in 

Pittsburgh.  

Ms. Tracey McCants-Lewis stated there are a limited number of ice rinks in Pittsburgh but  

the increased ice costs are a national issue for the sport of hockey.  

Senator Costa stated this is the program’s fourth year, and the board needs to take 

advantage of the different events coming to Pittsburgh. 

Senator Costa, move on to the next item on the agenda, Sports Event Marketing Update. 

Ms. King stated that the press release for the grants will be issued after the SEA Board 

meeting on March 12th, and that the website has a diverse range of photos. Ms. King further stated 

the grant program awarded approximately $4.27 million across 89 grants and 41 different 

organizations; these numbers do not include the grants recommended during this board meeting. 

There have been 26 different types of sporting events generating $378 million in economic impact.  

Senator Costa asked what amounts of grants and economic impact are being approved at 

each board meeting.   

Ms. King stated the SC recommended $727,000 in grants at today’s meeting with estimated 

economic impact of $69.9 million.  

Senator Costa stated that the press release should identify SportsPittsburgh as the third-

party validator for the SEG Program’s economic impact. 

Mr. Michael Quatrini commented on the positive impact of the organization(s) providing 

testimonials for the website. 
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Ms. McCants-Lewis stated regarding the testimonials, if organizations can provide 

information on whether their event assisted other charitable organizations.  

Mr. Quatrini commented on receiving information from scouts who come to Pittsburgh. 

  Senator Costa asked if there were any other questions. Hearing none, Senator Costa asked 

if anyone in the audience wanted to address the board. 

Mr. McDonald Jr. stated no public comments were submitted via email, telephone, or the 

Zoom chat function. 

With no additional comments or business, Senator Costa moved to adjourn. Upon a motion 

duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 A.M. 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
1. For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (The FIRST Robotics 

Competition Greater Pittsburgh Regional) 
 

Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $75,000 to For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST), for the FIRST Robotics Competition 
Greater Pittsburgh Regional to be held March 18, 2026, through March 21, 2026, at the David L. 
Lawrence Convention Center (DLCC). 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $75,000 to For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology for the FIRST Robotics Competition Greater Pittsburgh Regional to be held March 
18, 2026 through March 21, 2026 at the DLCC, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the 
form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission 
are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and 
purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this 
resolution.   
 
Executive Summary:  
FIRST is a New Hampshire based non-profit formed in 1989 to provide robotics programs that 
give young people the skills, confidence, and resilience to build a better world. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2023-2 The FIRST Robotics Competition 
Greater Pittsburgh Regional $75,000 $75,000 

2024-2 The FIRST Robotics Competition 
Greater Pittsburgh Regional $75,000 $75,000 

Totals 2 Total Events Funded $150,000 $150,000 
 
FIRST is seeking funding for The FIRST Robotics Competition Greater Pittsburgh Regional. A 
four-day robotics competition for 51 teams, grades 9 to 12, that are challenged to build industrial-
size robots to play a difficult field game in alliance with other teams. This event will be sanctioned 
by FIRST. 
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The event will take place March 18, 2026, through March 21, 2026, at the DLCC. This marks the 
24th year of the event, and the third year it will be hosted at the DLCC. 
The event features 51 teams competing in an alliance-based competition, with teams randomly 
selected to form alliances during the qualification matches. The event includes practice sessions, 
qualification matches, and elimination matches, culminating in the selection of the event champion 
on Saturday evening. In addition to the robot competition, the event includes judging sessions, 
team outreach activities, and other educational and community engagement opportunities. 
 
The event is free and open to the public, with an estimated total attendance of 4,400 including 
1,670 participants (ages 14 to 18), 130 event staff, and 2,600 spectators/attendees. Participants are 
expected to travel from across Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, Minnesota, West Virginia, and 
Canada.The budget for this event is $295,000 with a net loss of ($184,000), if the recommended 
funding amount is awarded. This deficit will be covered through FIRST cash reserves. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 4,400 people (3,190 local and 1,210 
overnight stays; 28% overnight share), with an estimated 3,000 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate direct spending of $1,857,216. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2023-2 $75,000 1,500 1,402 2,360 3,676 $1,578,240 $1,562,326 
2024-2 $75,000 1,500 1,395 3,930 4,134 $1,595,223 $1,261,866 

Projections - 1,670 - 4,400 - $1,857,216 - 
 
This year’s projections, compared with previously funded events, indicate positive overall growth. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant; however, they 
emphasize that SEG funding is critical to ensure the event remains at the DLCC. The applicant 
explains that the DLCC presents a greater financial burden than the event’s previous location, the 
Convocation Center at California University of Pennsylvania, and that without funding, alternative 
venues may need to be considered to meet budgetary constraints. 
 
Additionally, the applicant states that a third year of SEG funding would support long-term 
financial sustainability by reducing reliance on the grant. This funding would also enable the 
organization to solidify partnerships that can support ongoing operations and future events. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $75,000 is recommended for DLCC rental expenses, including labor, 
equipment, electrical services, and facility rental, as well as other eligible costs as determined by 
Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Use of the David L. Lawrence Convention Center 
2. Economic impact  
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
2. Hard Count (Pittsburgh National Qualifier) 

 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $20,000 to Hard Count 
for the Pittsburgh National Qualifier to be held March 28, 2026, through March 29, 2026, at 
Montour Sports Complex. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $20,000 to Hard Count for the Pittsburgh National Qualifier to be 
held March 28, 2026, through March 29, 2026, at Montour Sports Complex, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of 
the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper 
to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent 
with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far 
as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Hard Count is a California based non-profit formed in 2016 to build a youth football community 
that fosters and promotes the love of football and good sportsmanship, both on and off the field. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2024-2 Pittsburgh National Qualifier $20,000 $20,000 
Totals 1 Total Events Funded $20,000 $20,000 

 
Hard Count is seeking funding for the Pittsburgh National Qualifier, a two-day youth flag football 
tournament featuring divisions for both girls and boys, ages 6 to 18. The event will be sanctioned 
by Hard Count Athletics. 
 
The event will take place March 28, 2026, through March 29, 2026, at the Montour Sports 
Complex. Games consist of two 12-minute halves with a one-minute halftime. The tournament 
format includes three-game pool play followed by a single-elimination bracket. The event aims to 
host up to 90 teams, which would result in approximately 225 games being played over the course 
of the weekend. The 2026 qualifier will mark the fourth year of this event. 
 
The budget for this event is $56,885 with a net profit of $32,615, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
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The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 3,097 people (477 local and 2,620 overnight 
stays; 85% overnight share), with an estimated 1,500 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates that the event will generate direct spending of $1,234,086. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2024-2 $20,000 600 1,046 2,113 3,061 $1,005,509 $1,197,979 

Projections - 1,080 - 3,097 - $1,234,086 - 
 
This year’s event projections, when compared to previously funded events, indicate positive 
overall growth. 
 
The event began in 2023 as a one-day tournament featuring approximately 34 teams. With support 
from SEG funding, the tournament expanded in 2025 to a two-day event with around 87 teams. 
The 2026 tournament is planned to accommodate 90 teams, with the potential to increase 
participation further if additional fields become available at the facility. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant; however, without 
this funding, they would need to increase registration fees to offset the additional costs of 
expanding the tournament to two days, as the venue’s daily rental fees are approximately three 
times higher than at their other locations. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $20,000 is recommended for medical staff, venue rental, AV/sound, 
marketing, police, and other eligible expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with 
the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. Growth potential 
3. Affordability for participants 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
3. Western PA Bruins (Western PA Bruins Spring Tip-Off) 

 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $40,000 to Western PA 
Bruins for the Western PA Bruins Spring Tip-Off to be held April 10, 2026, through April 12, 
2026, at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center (DLCC). 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $40,000 to Western PA Bruins for the Western PA Bruins Spring 
Tip-Off to be held April 10, 2026, through April 12, 2026, at the David L. Lawrence Convention 
Center, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may 
be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, 
canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Western PA Bruins (WPAB) is a Pennsylvania based for-profit organization formed in 1987 as a 
highly competitive AAU Girls Basketball organization providing player development and 
competitive national exposure.  
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2022-2 Western PA Bruins Spring Tip-Off $75,000 $75,000 
2023-2 Western PA Bruins Spring Tip-Off $75,000 $75,000 
2025-1 Western PA Bruins Spring Tip-Off $75,000 $75,000 
Totals 3 Total Events Funded $225,000 $225,000 

 
Western PA Bruins is seeking funding for the Western PA Bruins Spring Tip-Off, a three-day 
girls’ basketball tournament. This event will follow the rules and regulations of the National 
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS). 
 
The tournament will take place April 10, 2026, through April 12, 2026, at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center. 6,000 participants aged 9 to 18 from 15 states are expected throughout the 
weekend. 500 teams will play in four to five games across 40 courts.  
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The budget for this event is $416,500 with a net profit of $103,500, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 14,890 people (2,875 local and 12,015 
overnight stays; 80% overnight share), with an estimated 3,200 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate direct spending of $8,104,236. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2022-2 $75,000 8,000 3,820 8,000 9,650 $3,500,000 $4,660,389 
2023-2 $75,000 3,820 4,500 9,650 12,550 $4,803,076 $6,242,728 

2025-1(1) $75,000 6,000 3,020 15,110 8,262 $7,209,248 $4,300,000 
Projections - 6,000 - 14,890 - $8,104,236 - 

(1)Note: 2025-1 had a significant shortfall due to the event falling on Easter weekend. 
 
This year’s event projections align closely with the participation and performance levels 
previously anticipated for the 2024 event (2023-2 application). Since its inception in 2013, it has 
grown significantly from 35 to over 450 teams. As the event is projected to reach capacity at the 
DLCC, WPAB claims that, if necessary, additional courts at other venues would be used to 
accommodate overflow.  
 
To note, the 2025-1 event had a significant shortfall in participation due to the event falling on 
Easter weekend. This information was neither noted within the application nor anticipated through 
projected attendance figures until WPAB’s submission of their 2025-1 closeout reports. Upon 
payment disbursement, SEA staff notified WPAB that this significant shortfall in attendance and 
economic may impact future funding considerations. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. This event has 
taken place at the DLCC since 2013. Since initially receiving funding in the 2022-2 cycle, there 
have been no significant material enhancements to event operations, aside from increases in 
attendance.  
 
An SEG Program Grant of $40,000 is recommended for DLCC venue rental and other eligible 
expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Supporting a key event at the DLCC 
2. Economic impact 
3. Promotion of women’s sports 

  



 
 

19  SEA Imanage #2004214 
 

SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
4. SuperSeriesAAA, LLC (Top Tier USA) 

 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $45,000 to 
SuperSeriesAAA, LLC for Top Tier USA to be held May 1, 2026, through May 3, 2026, at Alpha 
Ice Complex, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle Arena, RMU Island Sports Center, UPMC Events 
Center, and other venues outside of Allegheny County. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $45,000 to SuperSeriesAAA, LLC for Top Tier USA to be held 
May 1, 2026, through May 3, 2026, at Alpha Ice Complex, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle Arena, 
RMU Island Sports Center, UPMC Events Center, and other venues outside of Allegheny County, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may 
be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, 
canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
SuperSeriesAAA, LLC is a Maryland based for-profit formed in 2011 to provide competitive 
hockey games by bringing athletes from around the world together to compete while showcasing 
their talents to junior and college program scouts. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2024-1 Top Tier USA $75,000 $75,000 
2025-1 Top Tier USA $50,000 $50,000 
Totals 2 Total Events Funded $ 125,000 $ 125,000 

 
SuperSeriesAAA, LLC is seeking funding for Top Tier USA, a three-day youth hockey tournament 
for boys and girls ages 8 to 15. This event will be sanctioned by USA Hockey. 
 
The event will take place May 1, 2026, through May 3, 2026, at Alpha Ice Complex, Baierl Ice 
Complex, Ice Castle Arena, RMU Island Sports Center, UPMC Events Center, and other venues 
outside of Allegheny County. Per SEG Guidelines, only expenses incurred within Allegheny 
County will be eligible for reimbursement. 130 teams from 18 states and Canada will play at least 
two (2) games in Allegheny County, with 65% of all teams playing all their games there.  
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The budget for this event is $378,700 with a net loss of ($41,700), if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 5,790 people (280 local and 5,510 overnight 
stays; 95% overnight share), with an estimated 2,200 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates a direct spending of $2,181,539. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2024-1 $75,000 1,740 2,178 4,635 5,181 $2,513,826 $3,108,788 

2025-1(1) $50,000 2,445 1,673 5,790 4,594 $2,814,185 $2,898,477 
Projections - 2,445 - 5,790 - $2,181,539 - 

(1)Note: 2025-1 experienced a shortfall in participation and attendance due to a storm affecting incoming 
team travel and causing power outages in ice rinks. 

 
This year’s event projections align closely with the participation and performance levels 
previously anticipated for the 2025 event, with enhanced marketing efforts targeting out-of-town 
teams and younger age divisions. 
 
The applicant states that the event will not proceed without SEG Program funding, which is used 
solely to offset rising ice rental rates in Allegheny County. While Pittsburgh remains the preferred 
host city due to its accessibility among out-of-town participants, SuperSeries indicates the event 
would likely relocate to Canada if funding is not awarded, as ice costs have increased from $410 
per hour in 2025 to $525 per hour for May 2026, impacting the financial feasibility of hosting the 
event in Pittsburgh. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $45,000 is recommended for venue rental within Allegheny County 
and other eligible expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG 
Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. To retain the event in Allegheny County 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
5. Atlantic Coast Baseball, LLC (AC Sports Group Tournaments) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to Atlantic Coast 
Baseball, LLC for the AC Sports Group Tournaments to be held May 2, 2026, through October 
31, 2026, at various locations throughout Allegheny County. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to Atlantic Coast Baseball, LLC for the AC Sports Group 
Tournaments to be held May 02, 2026, through October 31, 2026, at various locations throughout 
Allegheny County, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further 
that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do 
all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed 
or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Atlantic Coast Baseball, LLC is a Pennsylvania based for-profit formed in 2007 to deliver 
exceptional youth sports competitions, superior facilities, and unparalleled experiences, all while 
prioritizing transparency and effective communication. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

(1)2022-1 AC Sports Group Youth Baseball 
Tournaments $75,000 $75,000 

(2)2023-1 AC Sports Group $75,000 $75,000 
2024-1 AC Sports Group $72,500 $72,500 
2025-1 AC Sports Group $50,000 $50,000 
Totals 4 Total Events Funded $272,500 $272,500 

(1)(2)Note: This event was funded during its first two years under the Convention Visitors 
Bureau of Greater Monroeville, dba “VisitMonroeville.”  

 
Atlantic Coast Baseball, LLC is seeking funding for the AC Sports Group Tournaments, a youth 
baseball and softball tournament series for boys’ and girls’ teams ages 8 to 18 from 21 states and 
Canada. This event is conducted in accordance with the guidelines and standards established by 
USA Baseball. 
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The event will take place May 2, 2026, through October 31, 2026, at various locations throughout 
Allegheny County. Across 18 events, more than 1,000 teams are expected to participate, with each 
team competing in four to eight games over a three- to four-day period. 

 
The budget for this event is $752,000 with a net profit of $63,000, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 47,492 people (28,900 local and 18,592 
overnight stays; 39% overnight share), with an estimated 13,000 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate $18,533,109 in direct spending. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2022-1 $75,000 8,255 10,200 28,927 18,180 $3,953,000.00 $9,642,979.00 
2023-1 $75,000 9,099 13,676 33,247 37,638 $10,430,000.00 $10,092,726.09 

(1)2024-1 $72,500 13,676 9,732 37,638 34,911 $5,590,718.00 $14,036,343.00 
2025-1 $50,000 9,732 12,545 34,911 44,757 $13,668,933.00 $14,933,432.62 

Projections - 13,312 - 47,492 - $18,533,109 - 
(1)Note: AC Sports experienced a significant shortfall in participation due to changing their age cutoff criteria for 

registration. These criteria have since been reverted. 
 
This year’s event projections, compared with previously funded cycles, reflect a return to 
participation levels seen in previous years, along with continued growth in attendance and 
estimated economic impact.  
 
The 2026 tournament series is anticipated to expand with the addition of three new events: an All-
Star Game, a lower-tier B/C class tournament, and a Fall Tournament.  
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, the 
SEG funding will be used to offset increasing facility rental costs, attract and retain high-quality 
officials, and support strategic staffing growth, which will allow the organization to add three new 
tournaments this year. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $50,000 is recommended for field rental and other eligible expenses, 
as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. Supporting event growth and new tournaments  
3. To retain the event in Allegheny County 
4. Promotion of women’s sports  
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
6. 3Step Sports LLC (2026 Pitt Summer Jam Fest) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $60,000 to 3Step Sports 
LLC for the 2026 Pitt Summer Jam Fest to be held July 16, 2026, through July 19, 2026, at the 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $60,000 to 3Step Sports LLC for the 2026 Pitt Summer Jam Fest 
to be held July 16, 2026, through July 19, 2026, at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may 
be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, 
canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
3Step Sports LLC is a Massachusetts-based for-profit formed in 2000 as a comprehensive 
basketball company dedicated to fulfilling the dreams of players, parents, and coaches by 
providing the best instruction, competition, and exposure. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2025-1 2025 Pittsburgh Nxt Gen Summer 
Session $74,000 $73,678 

Totals 5 Total Events Funded $74,000 $73,678 
 
3Step Sports LLC is seeking funding for the 2026 Pitt Summer Jam Fest, a four-day youth 
basketball tournament. The event will ensure that all participants meet the age eligibility 
requirements and comply with all applicable Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) regulations. 
Additionally, the tournament will be sanctioned by the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) and held during an NCAA Live Recruiting Period, allowing Division I, Division II, and 
Division III coaches to attend and evaluate prospective student-athletes.  This designation provides 
participating athletes with exposure to collegiate athletic programs and recruitment opportunities. 
 
The four-day tournament for boys ages 10 to 18 will host 325 teams from over 20 states, with each 
team playing one to two games each day across 28 courts throughout the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center (DLCC). This is the second year of the event. 
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The four-day tournament for boys ages 10 to 18 will host 325 teams from over 20 states, with each 
team playing one to two games each day across 28 courts throughout the DLCC. Additionally, the 
event will serve as the host site for two Hoop Group League Championships: the Academic League 
and the Showcase League. 
 
The budget for this event is $359,000 with a net profit of $1,000, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 3,870 people (1,100 local and 2,770 
overnight stays; 46% overnight share), with an estimated 1,000 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate $1,497,093 in direct spending. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
(1)2025-1 $73,677.47 1,250 600 2,065 1,133 $1,506,376.00 $255,804.49 

Projections - 2,250 - 3,870 - $1,497,093 - 
(1)Note: 2025-1 was the inaugural year for this event. It had a significant shortfall in participation, as 3Step 

Sports hosted a conflicting event in New Jersey at the same time.  
 
This year’s event projections, compared with previously funded events, indicate strong overall 
growth. 
 
After the significant shortfall in 2025-1, 3Step merged their existing 250-team New Jersey event 
that conflicted with their inaugural Pittsburgh event. This merger will also result in two Hoop 
Group League Championships for the Northeast and Midwest regions. Additionally, this year will 
fall under the NCAA live recruitment period, which was not the case last year. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will not proceed without the SEG Program Grant. SEG funds 
will be used to enhance the event to meet its attendance and economic impact goals, similar to 
those of its April event at the DLCC. The event will be expanded to 28 courts, up from last year’s 
eight, with the addition of four premium wood courts. Enhancements have also been noted to the 
Fan Fest activation, media packages, live streaming, and recruitment opportunities.  
 
An SEG Program Grant of $60,000 is recommended for DLCC venue rental, courts, and other 
eligible expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. To retain the event in Allegheny County 
3. Supporting the growth of a new event at the DLCC 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
7. Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Association (Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Race 

Weekend in Schenley Park) 
    
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Pittsburgh 
Vintage Grand Prix Association for the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Race Weekend in Schenley 
Park to be held July 17, 2026, through July 19, 2026, throughout the streets of Schenley Park. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Association for the 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Race Weekend in Schenley Park to be held July 17, 2026, through 
July 19, 2026, throughout the streets of Schenley Park, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially 
in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports 
Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the 
intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Association (PVGPA) is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit formed 
in 1983 to stage a world-class vintage automotive race that raises funds to provide residential care, 
treatment, and support for individuals with autism and intellectual disabilities in Western 
Pennsylvania. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2023-1 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix $75,000 $75,000 
2024-1 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix $75,000 $75,000 
2025-1 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix $75,000 $75,000 
Totals 3 Total Events Funded $225,000 $225,000 

 
PVGPA is seeking funding for the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix (PVGP) Race Weekend at 
Schenley Park, a three-day vintage-car race accompanied by a two-day car show.  
 
The event will take place July 17, 2026, through July 19, 2026, throughout the streets of Schenley 
Park. This event features a three-day vintage car race with over 100 participants of all ages, 
spanning from a hill climb and practice session on Friday, to wheel-to-wheel races on Saturday 
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and Sunday. The Race Weekend also runs simultaneously to a 3,000-vehicle International Car 
Show headlined by the International Jaguar Festival.  
 
The budget for this event is $765,080 with a net profit of $402,420, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. Net proceeds support additional PVGP events conducted throughout the city 
as part of the organization’s multi-day vintage motorsport festival. A portion of event proceeds is 
also distributed to charitable partners that provide services and support to individuals with autism 
and intellectual disabilities in Western Pennsylvania. In 2025, the applicant issued a $100,000 
donation to its partners, down from $350,000 the previous year, due to increased expenses resulting 
in an annual net loss for the organization. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 72,600 people (69,300 local and 3,300 
overnight stays; 5% overnight share), with an estimated 2,000 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate $19,941,003 in direct spending. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
(1)2023-1 $75,000 3,250 117 54,050 55,187 $14,429,687 $14,440,000 
2024-1 $75,000 3,250 3,250 54,000 63,115 $13,118,718 $14,482,972 

(2)2025-1 $75,000 3,550 3,374 66,250 71,024 $14,733,213 $12,784,979 
Projections  3,800 - 72,600 - $19,941,003 - 

(1)Note: Participants were miscalculated in its inaugural year to exclude participants from the 
accompanying Car Show. 

(2)Note: Economic Impact fell short due to the race layout modifications caused by the closure of the 
Panther Hollow Bridge.  

 
This year’s event projections, when compared to previously funded cycles, indicate steady overall 
growth. Participation, attendance, and economic impact figures are expected to exceed those from 
previous years, as the Panther Hollow Bridge is confirmed to reopen in time for the 2026 event. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without support from the SEG Program Grant. A 
notable enhancement to the 2026 Race Weekend is the expansion from two days to three days. As 
part of this expansion, the Hillclimb, introduced last year as a temporary modification due to the 
bridge closure, will now be incorporated as a featured component of the event. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $50,000 is recommended for venue rental, jersey barriers, and other 
eligible expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. Supporting event growth and enhancement 
3. Supporting the PVGP’s charitable mission of giving back to individuals with autism and 

intellectual disabilities 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
8. Pittsburgh Grass Volleyball (The Pittsburgh Grass Open) 

 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $20,000 to Pittsburgh 
Grass Volleyball for The Pittsburgh Grass Open to be held July 24, 2026, through July 26, 2026, 
at the South Park Fairgrounds. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $20,000 to Pittsburgh Grass Volleyball for The Pittsburgh Grass 
Open to be held July 24, 2026, through July 26, 2026, at the South Park Fairgrounds, pursuant to 
a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and 
members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof 
inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or 
annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Pittsburgh Grass Volleyball is a Pennsylvania-based for-profit organization formed in 2018 to 
grow the game of grass volleyball through passion and innovation. 
 
Pittsburgh Grass Volleyball is seeking funding for The Pittsburgh Grass Open. The event will take 
place July 24, 2026, through July 26, 2026, at the South Park Fairgrounds. This marks the first 
request for SEG funding for this event. 
 
The Pittsburgh Grass Open is a three-day, elimination-style grass volleyball tournament featuring 
40 courts and multiple formats of play for men and women ages 11 and older across all skill levels. 
In 2025, the event hosted 436 teams across 26 divisions over three days. On average, each team 
plays roughly 8 games in pool play and may play one to five additional games in playoffs. The 
event is sanctioned by AVP America, the largest grassroots outdoor volleyball organization in the 
world. 

 
The event has grown significantly since its inception in 2016, when it started as a one-day event 
with 35 participants. In 2025, the event had 1,050 participants (ages 11-60), a 42% increase from 
2024. This year’s event projections, compared to previous events, indicate positive overall growth. 
The applicant expects to see continued growth in 2026, projecting between 1,350-1,500 
participants, a 30-40% increase.  
 
The budget for this event is $62,175 with a net profit of $27,863, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
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The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 2,205 people (1,655 local and 550 overnight 
stays; 25% overnight share), with an estimated 300 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates that the event will generate $619,094 in direct spending. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, the 
grant would allow the applicant to increase their marketing budget, helping accelerate the event's 
growth and reach locally, regionally, and nationally. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $20,000 is recommended to be used for police security, EMS, portable 
restroom rentals, bleacher rentals, venue rental, tournament software, marketing (radio and social 
media), and insurance and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance 
with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. New event for the SEG program 
2. Growth potential 
3. Economic impact 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
9. Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer (Riverhounds Classic) 
    
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to Friends of 
Pittsburgh Professional Soccer for the Riverhounds Classic to be held September 4, 2026, through 
September 6, 2026, at various locations throughout Allegheny County, including Highmark 
Stadium and the AHN Montour Sports Complex. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer for the 
Riverhounds Classic to be held September 4, 2026, through September 6, 2026, at various 
locations throughout Allegheny County, including Highmark Stadium and the AHN Montour 
Sports Complex, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that 
the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all 
acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed 
or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit formed in 2016 to 
deliver a comprehensive player development model supported by strategic investment in state-of-
the-art facilities, diverse and experienced professional staffing, and an unwavering commitment to 
excellence, all grounded in a strong work ethic and organizational integrity. 
 
Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer is seeking funding to support the Riverhounds Classic, 
an amateur youth soccer tournament. The event is open to boys’ and girls’ teams in the U8 through 
U15 age divisions and is projected to host approximately 105 teams, representing an estimated 
2,000 players and coaches. The tournament will be sanctioned by US Club Soccer. 
 
The event will take place September 4, 2026, through September 6, 2026, at various locations 
throughout Allegheny County, including Highmark Stadium and the AHN Montour Sports 
Complex. This marks the first request for SEG funding for this event. 
 
The event is operated by the Pittsburgh Riverhounds as part of the Riverhounds Development 
Academy (RDA). The organization has hosted this tournament annually since 2021. Participation 
has fluctuated over time, reaching a high of 108 teams in 2022 and a low of 87 teams in 2023. The 
2025 event hosted 97 teams, and organizers project approximately 15% growth in 2026. 
Participants’ ages range from 7 to 15 years old. 
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The budget for this event is $91,500 with a net profit of $10,450, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 6,500 people (4,400 local and 2,100 
overnight stays; 32% overnight share), with an estimated 570 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate $1,684,514 in direct spending. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, SEG 
funding would be used to offset essential operating expenses, such as facility costs, referee and 
medical support, and tournament staffing, thereby maintaining affordable registration fees for 
participating teams and ensuring the event’s long-term sustainability.  
 
An SEG Program Grant of $15,000 is recommended, to be used for sport venue rentals not owned 
by FOPPS or Riverhounds, medical staff, and referee assignor fee, and other eligible expenses as 
determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. New event for the SEG Program 
2. Promotion of youth sports 
3. Economic impact 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
10. Premier Ice Prospects (Labor Day Girls Fest & The Burgh Girls Fest) 
    
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $25,000 to Premier Ice 
Prospects for the Labor Day Girls Fest & The Burgh Girls Fest to be held September 4, 2026, 
through November 29, 2026, at the RMU Island Sports Center, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle 
Arena, Mt. Lebanon Ice Rink, and the UPMC Lemieux Sports Center. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $25,000 to Premier Ice Prospects for the Labor Day Girls Fest & 
The Burgh Girls Fest to be held September 4, 2026, through November 29, 2026, at the RMU 
Island Sports Center, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle Arena, Mt. Lebanon Ice Rink, and the UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Center, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and 
further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized 
to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. 
All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby 
repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Premier Ice Prospects is a Pennsylvania-based for-profit formed in 2020 to provide event 
experiences for young female ice hockey players from all backgrounds to compete at the highest 
levels and gain the exposure necessary to earn a college scholarship. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2023-1 Labor Day Girls Fest, Burgh Girls Fest $30,000 $30,000 

2024-1 Labor Day Girls Fest & The Burgh Girls 
Fest $30,000 $30,000 

2025-1 Labor Day Girls Fest & The Burgh Girls 
Fest $30,000 Active Grant 

Totals 3 Total Events Funded $90,000 $60,000 
 
Premier Ice Prospects is seeking funding for the Labor Day Girls Fest & The Burgh Girls Fest, 
two three-day girls’ hockey tournaments for ages 9 to 18. This event will be sanctioned by USA 
Hockey and MidAm Hockey. 
 
The event will take place September 4, 2026, through November 29, 2026, at the RMU Island 
Sports Center, Baierl Ice Complex, Ice Castle Arena, Mt. Lebanon Ice Rink, and the UPMC 
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Lemieux Sports Center. Per SEG Guidelines, only expenses incurred within Allegheny County 
will be eligible for reimbursement. Both tournaments are for ages 10U to 19U, with two separate 
skill tiers to provide all girls an opportunity to play in a competitive event at their age and skill 
level. Participants are expected to travel from across the US and Canada, with a focus on 
Chicago, Detroit, Massachusetts, and Ontario. 
 
The Labor Day Girls Fest will take place September 4, 2026, through September 6, 2026. This 
tournament is expected to sell out, with 70 teams each playing a minimum of five games. 
The Burgh Girls Fest will take place from November 27, 2026, through November 29, 2026. 
This tournament expects a minimum of 50 teams. The budget for these events is $391,750 with a 
net profit of $49,250, if the recommended funding amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the events at 10,151 people (2,215 local and 7,936 
overnight stays; 78% overnight share), with an estimated 3,750 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate direct spending of $6,161,554. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2023-1 $30,000 2,889 3,075 10,563 8,155 $3,966,600 $5,133,567 
2024-1 $30,000 2,951 3,050 9,762 10,135 $5,566,495 $5,367,268 

(1)2025-1 Active 3,336 2,285 10,151 8,095 $6,333,966 TBD 
Projections - 3,336 - 10,151 - $6,161,554 - 

(1)Note: 

The 2025-1 grant is still active and has not yet been closed out. SEG staff are currently working 
with the applicant to complete the closeout process. 
 
2025-1 experienced a significant shortfall in participation from Canadian teams, as they were 
discouraged to travel to the US.  

 
This year’s event projections align closely with the participation and performance levels 
previously anticipated for 2025. SuperSeries expects travel by Canadian teams to resume and 
anticipates adding more lower-level U.S. teams to the 2026 event. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant; however, it will 
not continue in Pittsburgh. According to the applicant, grant funding is utilized exclusively to 
offset the high and escalating ice rental costs in Allegheny County, thereby allowing participant 
registration fees to remain stable. The applicant further states that, absent funding support, the 
event will likely be relocated to alternative host cities with lower average ice rental rates, including 
Rochester ($330 per hour during the winter season; $165 per hour during the summer season 
through Labor Day); Buffalo ($233 per hour); Detroit ($330 per hour); or Cleveland ($280 per 
hour), as compared to Allegheny County, where the average ice rental rate is $435 per hour. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $25,000 is recommended for venue rental in Allegheny County and 
other eligible expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
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The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 
1. Economic impact 
2. To retain the event in Allegheny County 
3. Promotion of women’s sports 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
11. Break the Chains Wrestling (Battle in the Burgh and West Penn Duals) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $30,000 to Break the 
Chains Wrestling for the Battle in the Burgh and West Penn Duals to be held September 5, 2026, 
through November 15, 2026, at Monroeville Convention and Events Center. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $30,000 to Break The Chains Wrestling for the Battle in the Burgh 
and West Penn Duals to be held September 5, 2026, through November 15, 2026, at Monroeville 
Convention and Events Center, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; 
and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby 
authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this 
resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are 
hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Break the Chains Wrestling (BTC) is a Pennsylvania-based for-profit formed in 2020 to provide a 
safe, competitive wrestling environment that develops youth athletes in skill, character, and 
sportsmanship. BTC offers diverse competition opportunities across various skill levels for male 
and female amateur youth wrestlers. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2023-2 Battle in the Burgh and West Penn 
Duals $30,000 $30,000 

2024-2 West Penn Duals $30,000 $30,000 

2025-1 Battle in the Burgh and West Penn 
Duals $30,000 Active Grant 

Totals 3 Total Events Funded $90,000 $60,000 
 
BTC is requesting funding support for two amateur youth wrestling tournaments, Battle in the 
Burgh and West Penn Duals. Both 2026 events are folkstyle amateur wrestling competitions 
featuring teams from across the country in a pool-format. Participants range from kindergarten 
through high school (ages 5–18), with separate divisions for boys and girls. The boys’ divisions 
include K–4th grade, K-6 grade, K–8th grade, and High School. The girls’ division includes K–8 
grade and High School divisions. 
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Battle in the Burgh is a one-day event scheduled for September 5, 2026, and is projected to host 
76 teams and approximately 1,200 wrestlers. West Penn Duals is a two-day team event taking 
place November 14–15, 2026, and is projected to feature 84 teams and 1,300 wrestlers, plus 
approximately 400 participants competing in an individual tournament, for a total projected 
participation of 1,700 wrestlers. Both tournaments will be held at the Monroeville Convention and 
Event Center and are sanctioned by the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association and the 
National Federation of State High School Associations. 
 
The budget for this event is $141,545 with a net profit of $44,955, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 6,320 people (4,600 local and 1,720 
overnight stays; 27% overnight share), with an estimated 1,200 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate $1,086,203 in direct spending. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2023-2 $30,000 1,500 1,751 3,370 5,552 $612,294 $830,790 

(1)2024-2 $30,000 1,000 1,210 3,420 3,680 $463,403 $581,285 
(2)2025-1 Active 2,300 2,200 5,720 5,520 $850,812 TBD 

Projections - 2,900 - 6,320 - $1,086,203 - 

(1)Note: 
The 2024–2 award supported only one tournament, the West Penn Duals, whereas the other 
grants covered two tournaments. As a result, attendance and EI figures for 2024–2 were lower 
in comparison. 

(2)Note: The 2025-1 grant is still active and has not yet been closed out. SEG staff are currently working 
with the applicant to complete the closeout process. 

 
This year’s event projections, compared to previously funded events, indicate positive overall 
growth. 
 
Since its inception in 2012, the event has experienced significant expansion. What began in smaller 
school gymnasiums has evolved into a multi-day tournament that now utilizes the full capacity of 
the Monroeville Convention and Events Center. In 2025, Battle in the Burgh hosted 71 teams, 
while West Penn Duals featured 76 teams. For 2026, the applicant projects growth to 76 teams for 
Battle in the Burgh and 84 teams for West Penn Duals. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, the 
event would need to be scaled back and would likely relocate to a smaller venue outside of the 
County. Visit Monroeville strongly supports the event and has emphasized the importance of grant 
funding in retaining the tournaments within the County. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $30,000 is recommended for venue rental, mat rental, and other eligible 
expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
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The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 
1) Economic impact, 
2) Promotion of girls in the sport of wrestling 
3) To retain the event in Allegheny County  
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
12. Special Olympics of Pennsylvania Inc (Special Olympics Team USA Training Camp) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $40,000 to Special 
Olympics of Pennsylvania Inc for the Special Olympics Team USA Training Camp to be held 
September 16, 2026, through September 20, 2026, at various locations throughout Allegheny 
County. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $40,000 to Special Olympics of Pennsylvania Inc for the Special 
Olympics Team USA Training Camp to be held September 16, 2026 through September 20, 2026 
at various location throughout Allegheny County, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in 
the form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports 
Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the 
intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Special Olympics of Pennsylvania, Inc., is a Pennsylvania-based nonprofit founded in 1969 to 
provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for 
children and adults with intellectual disabilities. 
 
Special Olympics of Pennsylvania Inc is seeking funding for the Special Olympics Team USA 
Training Camp. The Special Olympics Team USA Training Camp brings together athletes and 
coaches from across the country to train, build team unity, and prepare for the 2027 Special 
Olympics World Games in Chile. This event will be sanctioned by Special Olympics International. 
 
The event will take place September 16, 2026, through September 20, 2026, at various locations 
throughout Allegheny County. While final venues have not yet been confirmed, planning and 
budgeting efforts are underway based on anticipated facilities. The host hotel is expected to be the 
Airport Marriott. Potential training, competition, and activity locations include Robert Morris 
University, Montour Junction, Moon Area High School, RIZE Sports Complex, the Montour Trail, 
and Chartiers Valley Country Club. 
 
This event marks the first time Team USA athletes and coaches have come together as a unified 
delegation to prepare for the 2027 Special Olympics World Games in Chile. The training camp 
will emphasize athlete readiness, team cohesion, and preparation for international competition 
through structured training sessions, sport-specific practices and scrimmages, and educational 
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programming. Athletes and coaches representing approximately 10–12 sports disciplines 
scheduled to compete at the 2027 World Games will participate. Total estimated attendance is 671, 
including 251 participants (ages 16 to 80), 45 event staff, and 375 spectators and attendees. 
Participants will travel from all 50 U.S. states, representing both regional and national travel. 

 
The budget for this event is $748,500 with a net loss of ($3,500) if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 671 people (306 local and 365 overnight 
stays; 54% overnight share), with an estimated 800 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates that the event will generate $436,612 in direct spending. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, the 
applicant states that SEG funding would improve the overall quality and visibility of the Team 
USA Training Camp by supporting better venues, enhancing the athlete experience, and increasing 
marketing efforts that highlight Pittsburgh as the host city. It would also strengthen the city’s 
reputation as a welcoming destination for future inclusive sporting events 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $40,000 is recommended, to be used for officials/referees, sport-related 
venues, law enforcement, EMS, paid marketing advertisements, and other eligible expenses as 
determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. New event for Allegheny County 
2. New event for the SEG Program 
3. Nationwide participation 
4. Inclusive event 
5. The ability to highlight Pittsburgh as a premier inclusive sporting destination 
6. Economic impact  
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
13. Gran Fondo New York (GFNY Pittsburgh Monroeville 2025) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $55,000 to Gran Fondo 
New York for the GFNY Pittsburgh Monroeville 2026 to be held September 18, 2026, through 
September 20, 2026, at CCAC Boyce Campus Parking Lot. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $55,000 to Gran Fondo New York for the GFNY Pittsburgh 
Monroeville 2026 to be held September 18, 2026, through September 20, 2026, at CCAC Boyce 
Campus Parking Lot, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further 
that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do 
all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed 
or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
GFNY is a New York-based for-profit formed in 2010 to promote health goals by organizing 
endurance sports events that are open and accessible to everyone. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2025-1 GFNY Pittsburgh Monroeville 2025 $70,000 $70,000 
Totals 1 Total Events Funded $70,000 $70,000 

 
Gran Fondo New York (GFNY) is seeking funding for the GFNY Pittsburgh Monroeville 2026 
event. This cycling marathon will feature male and female athletes aged 14 to 69, who will be 
timed from start to finish and ranked both overall and within their respective age groups based on 
performance.  It will be made up of two different rides: a recreational 41-mile distance or a 
competitive 70-mile distance. GFNY expects international participation in this event, attracting 
athletes from more than 10 countries and 20 states. USA Cycling (USAC) will be the sanctioning 
body for this event. 
 
The event will take place from September 18, 2026, through September 20, 2026. The pre-race 
expo, race start and finish line, and post-race festivities will be hosted at the CCAC Boyce Campus 
Parking Lot. The racecourse will originate at CCAC Boyce Campus and pass through portions of 
Allegheny and Westmoreland Counties. 
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The budget for this event is $164,500 with a net loss of ($17,500), if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 720 people (355 local and 365 overnight 
stays; 51% overnight share), with an estimated 800 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates that the event will generate $473,947 in direct spending. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
(1)2025-1 $70,000 500 206 1,340 349 $768,403 $91,937 

Projections - 375 - 720 - $473,947 - 

(1)Note 

2025-1 was the inaugural year for this event. It had a significant shortfall in attendance due to 
limited marketing and course difficulty. For the second year, GFNY has increased its 
marketing efforts and is promoting the race as the most challenging course in its U.S. series 
to attract participants seeking a greater challenge. 

 
The applicant notes that the event will not proceed without the SEG Program SEG funding is 
essential to enabling GFNY to host an international cycling race of this scale within the 
Pittsburgh/Monroeville market, as grant funds will directly support critical operational 
components necessary for event execution. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $55,000 is recommended, to be used for EMS, venue rental, setup 
equipment (barricades, portable restrooms, tents, and chairs), marketing, Allegheny County police 
and permits, athlete products (race jerseys, race numbers), signage, timers, announcer, and other 
eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. International event 
2. Growth potential 
3. Opportunity to establish an annual cycling marathon in Allegheny County 
4. Economic impact 
5. To retain the event in Allegheny County 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 

 
14. Three Rivers Rowing Association (The Head of the Ohio Regatta) 

Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to Three Rivers 
Rowing Association for the Head of the Ohio Regatta to be held October 3, 2026, through October 
4, 2026, on the Allegheny River between the 40th Street Bridge and Point State Park. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to Three Rivers Rowing Association for the Head of the 
Ohio Regatta to be held October 3, 2026, through October 4, 2026, on the Allegheny River between 
the 40th Street Bridge and Point State Park, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form 
provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose 
of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution 
are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Three Rivers Rowing Association (TRRA) is a Pennsylvania-based nonprofit founded in 1984 to 
develop and deliver safe, sustainable, and inclusive programs and events that teach and promote 
the sports of rowing and paddling to its diverse community. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2023-2 Head of the Ohio Regatta $20,000 $20,000 
2024-2 Head of the Ohio Regatta $30,000 $30,000 
2025-1 Head of the Ohio Regatta $25,000 Active Grant 
Totals 3 Total Events Funded $75,000 $50,000 

 
Three Rivers Rowing Association is seeking funding for the Head of the Ohio Regatta (HOTO), a 
two-day boat race for men and women of all ages and skill levels. This event will be sanctioned 
by USRowing. 
 
The event will take place October 3, 2026, through October 4, 2026, on the Allegheny River 
between the 40th Street Bridge and Point State Park. The regatta will feature a two-day boat race 
for men and women of all ages and skill levels, including high school, collegiate, and other rowing 
organizations. Over 500 crews from 12 states will compete across 90 events. The Regatta will also 
include youth, adaptive, and para racing.  
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The budget for this event is $80,600 with a net profit of $17,400, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 5,930 people (2,880 local and 3,050 
overnight stays; % overnight share), with an estimated 125 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate $2,290,812 in direct spending. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2023-2 $20,000 1,800 1,563 4,035 5,443 $10,000,000 $1,443,530 
2024-2 $30,000 1,565 1,408 5,315 5,253 $2,343,867 $1,663,127 

(1)2025-1 $25,000 1,718 1,502 5,750 5,569 $2,219,665 TBD 
Projections - 1,600 - 5,930 - $2,290,812 - 

(1)Note: The 2025-1 grant is still active and has not yet been closed out. SEG staff are currently working 
with the applicant to complete the closeout process. 

 
This year’s event projections, compared to previously funded events, indicate positive growth.  
 
Year over year, HOTO has shown limited growth and has fallen short of its projected participation 
and economic impact targets. Participation and attendance have fluctuated without significant 
increases, and while reported economic impact has grown since the first year of funding, it has not 
consistently met projections. In 2025-1, HOTO experienced a shortfall in participation and 
attendance due to its inability to secure anticipated sponsorship revenue, which led to reduced 
costs and the elimination of several event features. The applicant indicates that a dedicated 
marketing staff member has since been added to strengthen sponsorship efforts and support 
increased attendance. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. In 2025-1, HOTO 
reduced costs and adjusted operations to align with its budget, resulting in increased marketing 
staffing and the engagement of an event management consultant. During the same year, TRRA 
partnered with Riverlife’s Shore Thing to accommodate spectators along the North Shore, which 
will become a permanent amenity in 2026. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $15,000 is recommended, to be used for water safety vessels, EMT & 
River Rescue, PA Resource Council, A/V services, and other eligible expenses as determined by 
Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. Inclusive event 

  



 
 

43  SEA Imanage #2004214 
 

SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
15. Robert Morris University (2026 Horizon League Cross Country Championships) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $7,000 to Robert Morris 
University for the 2026 Horizon League Cross Country Championships to be held October 30, 
2026, through October 31, 2026, at Youthtowne (Clinton). 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of 
$7,000 to Robert Morris University to be held October 30, 2026, through October 31, 2026, at 
Youthtowne, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the 
proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts 
as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All 
resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed 
or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Robert Morris University is a Pennsylvania-based nonprofit founded in 1921 to promote a 
transformative, inclusive, and unparalleled collegiate experience, fostering success in the 
classroom, in competition, and in community. 
 
Robert Morris University is seeking funding to host the 2026 Horizon League Cross Country 
Championships. The event will feature 12 NCAA Division I institutions and is expected to draw 
approximately 300 student-athletes (ages 18–22), as well as coaches and support staff. 
Competition will include a men’s 8,000-meter race and a women’s 6,000-meter race.  
 
Robert Morris University, a member of the Horizon League, is hosting the event for the first time. 
The event has been conducted annually since 1979 for men and since 1986 for women. The 
Horizon League currently comprises 11 NCAA Division I member institutions and will expand to 
12 members in 2026 with the addition of Northern Illinois University.  
 
The event will take place from October 30, 2026, through October 31, 2026, at the Youthtowne. 
This event will be sanctioned by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and, at the 
regional level, by the Horizon League. 

 
The budget for this event is $25,310 with a net loss of ($9,110) if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
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The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 960 people (150 local and 810 overnight 
stays; 84% overnight share), with an estimated 250 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates that the event will generate $635,304 in direct spending. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, SEG 
funding would enhance the event by enabling advanced timing systems, improving the spectator 
experience, providing videoboards, and supporting live streaming to showcase the region as a 
premier sporting destination.  
 
An SEG Program Grant of $7,000 is recommended for equipment rentals and other eligible 
expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. New event for Allegheny County 
2. New sport and event supported by the SEG Program 
3. National marketing of Allegheny County as a premier sporting destination 
4. Economic impact 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
16. Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. (2026 EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler & 10K) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $45,000 to Pittsburgh 
Three Rivers Marathon Inc. for the 2026 EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler & 10K to be held on November 
1, 2026, throughout the streets of Pittsburgh. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $45,000 to Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. for the 2026 
EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler & 10K to be held on November 01, 2026, through November 01, 2026, 
throughout the streets of Pittsburgh, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form 
provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are 
hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose 
of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution 
are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit formed in 2008 to run 
a variety of high-quality races of various distances, as well as events and award-winning health 
and fitness programs throughout the Pittsburgh region and Western Pennsylvania. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2023-2 EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler $45,000 $45,000 
2024-1 EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler & 10K $45,000 $45,000 
2025-1 EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler & 10K $45,000 Active Grant 
Totals 3 Total Events Funded $135,000 $90,000 

 
Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. is seeking funding for the 2026 EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler 
& 10K, a race for participants of all ages from more than 30 states and multiple countries. This 
event will be sanctioned by the USA Track and Field Association (USATF). 
 
The event will take place on November 1, 2026, throughout the streets of Pittsburgh. The 14th 
edition of this event will feature over 5,700 participants of all ages from over 30 states and multiple 
countries. Distances offered to racers include a 10-mile course and a 10K course. Additionally, the 
two races will be accompanied by a walking division and children’s programming. Races will span 
three hours throughout the morning of the event. 
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The budget for this event is $613,000 with a net profit of $7,000, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 18,883 people (16,349 local and 2,534 
overnight stays; 13% overnight share), with an estimated 1,600 hotel room nights. The applicant 
estimates that the event will generate direct spending of $1,040,000. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2023-2 $45,000 4,776 4,463 15,843 15,993 $596,328 $562,411 
2024-1 $45,000 5,207 5,192 17,259 20,264 $630,285 $697,442 

(1)2025-1 Active 5,200 5,570 17,235 18,454 $956,124 TBD 
(2)Projections - 5,700 - 18,883 - $1,040,000 - 

(1)Note The 2025-1 grant is still active and has not yet been closed out. SEG staff are currently 
working with the applicant to complete the closeout process. 

(2)Note: The projected economic impact number is a self-reported projection. We are awaiting 
SportsPITTSBURGH’s estimate for a more accurate figure. 

 
This year’s event projections, compared with previously funded events, indicate overall growth.  
 
The event has met its goals over the past two years of funding, with a significant increase in 
participants in 2025-1. P3R attributes this growth to the increasing popularity of the Marathon 
Weekend. Additionally, P3R plans to increase paid and organic digital advertising efforts to target 
key out-of-town markets and attract them to Pittsburgh for this event. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, the 
applicant states that SEG funding enhances the event by improving participant experience, 
strengthening safety and security measures, and supporting additional on-course activations. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $45,000 is recommended for use by police & sheriff, traffic control & 
public works, and other eligible expenses as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the 
SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 
 

1. Growth of a significant event in Pittsburgh 
2. Inclusion and diversity in sports 
3. Economic impact 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
17. The Pittsburgh Squash Racquets Association (The Pittsburgh Open) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to The Pittsburgh 
Squash Racquets Association (a.k.a. "Pittsburgh Squash") for The Pittsburgh Open to be held 
November 11, 2026, through November 15, 2026, at the Rivers Club in Downtown Pittsburgh. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $15,000 to The Pittsburgh Squash Racquets Association (a.k.a. 
"Pittsburgh Squash") for The Pittsburgh Open to be held November 11, 2026, through November 
15, 2026, at the Rivers Club in Downtown Pittsburgh, pursuant to a grant agreement substantially 
in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of the SEA Sports 
Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper to carry out the 
intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
Pittsburgh Squash is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit formed in 1988 to promote the game of 
squash in the Pittsburgh, PA area and Western Pennsylvania. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2022-2 The Pittsburgh Open $18,500 $18,500 
2023-2 The Pittsburgh Open $30,000 $27,536 
2024-2 The Pittsburgh Open $35,000 $34,252 
Totals 3 Total Events Funded $83,500 $80,288 

 
Pittsburgh Squash is seeking funding for The Pittsburgh Open, a professional and amateur men’s 
squash tournament. This event will be sanctioned by the Professional Squash Association (PSA). 
 
The event will take place from November 11, 2026, through November 15, 2026, at the Rivers 
Club in Downtown Pittsburgh. The five-day professional squash tournament will take place from 
November 11, 2026, through November 15, 2026, and will host 24 men’s squash players from 
around the world. Accompanying the professional tournament will be a three-day amateur squash 
tournament. This tournament will take place from November 13, 2025, through November 15, 
2026, hosting approximately 75-90 players of all genders, ages, and abilities from Western PA, 
surrounding states, and Canada. 
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The budget for this event is $155,725 with a net loss of ($8,305), if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 663 people (585 local and 78 overnight 
stays; 12% overnight share), with an estimated 50 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates that the event will generate direct spending of $172,780. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2022-2 $18,500 144 105 251 642 $52,400 $75,119 

(1)2023-2 $27,536 155 89 730 652 $149,500 $66,253 
2024-2 $34,252 100 88 673 661 $67,872 $180,207 

Projections - 90 - 663 - $172,780 - 

(1)Note: 
Pittsburgh Squash experienced shortfall in participation and attendance this year due to the 
inability to accurately track out-of-town attendees. These estimates were more realistic in the 
following round. 

 
This year’s event projections are similar to those of previously funded events, illustrating minimal 
year-over-year growth. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. In 2023, the event 
was elevated to a Silver Level Tournament and has remained at that level since. Squash 
tournaments are divided into categories corresponding to the tournament's final prize amount, 
increasing the tournament's prestige. The Pittsburgh Open will be held at the Silver Level again in 
2026. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $15,000 is recommended for registration, officials/referees, medical 
staff, Rivers Club venue rental, signage, insurance, MC, Squash Media, and other eligible expenses 
as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. International participation 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
18. United States Collegiate Athletic Association (USCAA Small College Soccer National 

Championships) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $70,000 to United States 
Collegiate Athletic Association for the USCAA Small College Soccer National Championships to 
be held November 11, 2026, through November 16, 2026, at Montour Sports Complex and 
Highmark Stadium. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $70,000 to United States Collegiate Athletic Association for the 
USCAA Small College Soccer National Championships to be held November 11, 2026, through 
November 16, 2026, at Montour Sports Complex and Highmark Stadium, pursuant to a grant 
agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper officers and members of 
the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may be necessary and proper 
to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent 
with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far 
as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
The United States Collegiate Athletic Association (USCAA) is a Pennsylvania-based non-profit 
formed in 2001 to provide an opportunity for smaller college members to compete on a level 
playing field with schools of similar size and athletic programs. 
 

Prior SEG Awards 

Round Event Name Amount 
Awarded Amount Paid Out 

2023-2 USCAA Small College Soccer National 
Championships $70,000 $70,000 

2024-1 USCAA Small College Soccer National 
Championships $70,000 $70,000 

2025-1 USCAA Small College Soccer National 
Championships $70,000 Active Grant 

Totals 3 Total Events Funded $210,000 $140,000 
 
The United States Collegiate Athletic Association (USCAA) is seeking funding to host the 
USCAA Small College Soccer National Championships, a collegiate-level competition featuring 
Men’s and Women’s Division I and Division II tournaments. The championship will include 24 
teams from across the United States and a 24-game tournament format, drawing an estimated 550–
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600 student-athletes (ages 18–22) and coaches, along with approximately 225 daily out-of-town 
spectators. An awards ceremony will precede tournament play. The event will be sanctioned by 
the USCAA. 
 
The event will take place from November 11, 2026, through November 16, 2026, at the Montour 
Sports Complex and Highmark Stadium. The budget for this event is $153,950 with a net loss of 
($29,950), if the recommended funding amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 885 people (95 local and 790 overnight 
stays; 89% overnight share), with an estimated 1,440 hotel room nights. SportsPITTSBURGH 
estimates that the event will generate $985,539 in direct spending. 
 

Previously Funded Economic Impact Data 

Round Amount 
Paid 

Projected 
Participants 

Actual 
Participants 

Projected 
Attendance 

Actual 
Attendance 

Projected 
Economic 

Impact 

Actual 
Economic 

Impact 
2023-2 $70,000 575 558 1,740 839 $647,583 $507,034 
2024-1 $70,000 575 685 1,740 1,397 $775,000 $1,185,365 

(1)2025-1 Active 600 589 1,610 878 $1,047,002 TBD 
Projections - 600 - 885 - $985,539 - 

(1)Note: The 2025-1 grant is still active and has not yet been closed out. SEG staff are currently working 
with the applicant to complete the closeout process. 

 
The applicant notes that the event will proceed without the SEG Program Grant. However, the 
SEG funding helps offset the costs of facility rentals and officials, which are significantly higher 
than at most other USCAA championships.   
 
While the 2026 event could take place in Pittsburgh without SEG funding due to existing contracts, 
the applicant plans to release a multi-year event bid for 2027–2030. Without continued grant 
support, the applicant would need to relocate to a venue at a member institution capable of 
providing on-campus facilities in kind to host pool play and championship events. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $70,000 is recommended for facility venue rentals, officials, and other 
eligible expenses, as determined by Authority staff in accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 

1. Economic impact 
2. To retain the event in Allegheny County  
3. Promotion of women’s sports 
4. Assist in securing Pittsburgh as the host city for other USCAA future events 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
19. LR Productions, LLC (Sparkle and Shine with Trinity Thomas) 
 
Summary: Recommendation of an SEG Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to LR 
Productions, LLC for Sparkle and Shine with Trinity Thomas to be held March 5, 2027, through 
March 7, 2027, at the All American Field House. 
 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures the SEA Sports Commission hereby recommends to the SEA Board an SEG 
Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to LR Productions, LLC for Sparkle and Shine with 
Trinity Thomas to be held March 5, 2027, through March 7, 2027, at the All American Field House, 
pursuant to a grant agreement substantially in the form provided; and further that the proper 
officers and members of the SEA Sports Commission are hereby authorized to do all acts as may 
be necessary and proper to carry out the intent and purpose of this resolution. All resolutions or 
parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, 
canceled, or annulled so far as the same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary: 
LR Productions, LLC, is a North Carolina-based for-profit formed in 2020 to produce exceptional 
gymnastics events that celebrate excellence, elevate the sport, and inspire future generations. 
 
LR Productions, LLC is seeking funding for Sparkle and Shine with Trinity Thomas, a three-day 
girls’ gymnastics competition for ages 5 to 16 from eight states. LR Productions features Olympic 
and NCAA Champions to host their events, providing youth gymnasts with an opportunity to 
connect with elite athletes. This event will be sanctioned by both USA Gymnastics and the 
National Gymnastics Association. 
 
The event will take place from March 5, 2027, through March 7, 2027, at the All-American Field 
House. The event will be a three-day girls’ gymnastics competition spanning across 10 sessions, 
hosting athletes from eight states. Each session will feature roughly 75 gymnasts, divided into 
approximately 20 teams. Session assignments will be based on competitive level and age division. 
Former Olympic gymnast Trinity Thomas will serve as the host of this event. 

 
The budget for this event is $169,500 with a net profit of $500, if the recommended funding 
amount is awarded. 
 
The applicant projects total attendance for the event at 3,016 people (1,000 local and 2,016 
overnight stays; 67% overnight share), with an estimated 500 hotel room nights. 
SportsPITTSBURGH estimates that the event will generate $1,448,280 in direct spending. 
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This event is inaugural and new to the program. The applicant has displayed growth of similar-
sized events year over year in other cities such as Jekyll Island, GA, and Fort Wayne, IN, from 
600-700 athletes in their first years to 900-1,000 athletes in subsequent years. 
 
The applicant notes that the event will not proceed without the SEG Program Grant. The grant will 
primarily serve as an incentive for LR Productions to host their event in Allegheny County. The 
applicant states that SEG funding will cement the event in Allegheny County, extend targeted 
marketing reach, and foster future growth. 
 
An SEG Program Grant of $50,000 is recommended for venue rental, postcard marketing, 
magazine marketing, judges, and other eligible expenses, as determined by Authority staff in 
accordance with the SEG Guidelines. 
 
The grant is recommended to the Sports Commission Board for the following reasons: 
 

1. New event for the region  
2. New event for the SEG Program 
3. Economic impact 
4. Promotion of women’s sports 
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SEA SPORTS COMMISSION 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

 
Date:  February 25, 2026 
Board Date: March 4, 2026 
Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program 
 
20. Application Not Recommended by Authority Staff 
    
Summary:  Discommends SEG Program grants for the following: 

a) Umbral Starcade (EXP – Pittsburgh) 

 
Resolution: RESOLVED that in accordance with the ACT 42 EDTF Restricted Account Programs 
and Procedures, the SEA Sports Commission hereby DOES NOT recommend to the SEA Board 
SEG Program grant to Umbral Starcade. All resolutions or parts thereof inconsistent with the 
provisions of this resolution are hereby repealed or rescinded, canceled, or annulled so far as the 
same affects this resolution.   
 
Executive Summary:  
The following application was received by the Authority staff and is not recommended for an SEG 
Program grant.   
 

a) Umbral Starcade (EXP – Pittsburgh) 
a. This is not recommended as the event has already occurred and therefore does not 

meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the SEG Program Guidelines.   
 

 


	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	Project:  Sports Event Grants (SEG) Program
	4. SuperSeriesAAA, LLC (Top Tier USA)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	5. Atlantic Coast Baseball, LLC (AC Sports Group Tournaments)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	7. Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Association (Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Race Weekend in Schenley Park)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	8. Pittsburgh Grass Volleyball (The Pittsburgh Grass Open)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	9. Friends of Pittsburgh Professional Soccer (Riverhounds Classic)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	10. Premier Ice Prospects (Labor Day Girls Fest & The Burgh Girls Fest)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	11. Break the Chains Wrestling (Battle in the Burgh and West Penn Duals)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	12. Special Olympics of Pennsylvania Inc (Special Olympics Team USA Training Camp)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	13. Gran Fondo New York (GFNY Pittsburgh Monroeville 2025)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	15. Robert Morris University (2026 Horizon League Cross Country Championships)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	16. Pittsburgh Three Rivers Marathon Inc. (2026 EQT Pittsburgh 10 Miler & 10K)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	17. The Pittsburgh Squash Racquets Association (The Pittsburgh Open)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	18. United States Collegiate Athletic Association (USCAA Small College Soccer National Championships)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	19. LR Productions, LLC (Sparkle and Shine with Trinity Thomas)
	BOARD ACTION REQUEST
	20. Application Not Recommended by Authority Staff

